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Introduction

We'd been on the run since the brigade's last push into southern Poland fell apart and it
looked like our number was up. Our truck was a few klicks back, its smoldering remains left
broadside across the road, but that hadn't bought us more than a minute or two. I was
driving the Toyota while Llewellyn rode shotgun. Kozlowski was in the bed, alternately
cussing me and trying to rig IVs on the wounded. The rest of the squad was behind us in
the humvee, burning off the last of the fifty-caliber ammo every time our pursuers popped
into view.

Without warning, something the size of a small warship lumbered across the road in front of
us. I slammed on the brakes, triggering a metal-on-metal shriek of protest and another
round of obscenities from my passengers. We skidded to a halt in a spray of mud; the
humvee stopped about two meters short of ramming us. The mist settled to reveal a rusty
BMP with its turret slewed in our general direction, the main gun looking as big as a sewer
pipe. In the rearview mirror, I saw Koz make an abortive lunge for our last rocket, then
freeze as the treeline bristled and a half-dozen AKs swung in his general direction. How the
hell did they get in front of us?

One hard-faced bastard detached himself from a shrub and stalked over to my window,
keeping his rifle leveled. He sized us up, taking in the blood, the bullet holes... his eyes slid
over to Llewellyn and the stony expression relaxed about a millimeter. He let the rifle slide
down to low ready and jabbed a callused finger at the Union Jack on Llewellyn's shoulder.
"You. British? NATO?"

I silently willed Lew not to smart off. Either my telepathy worked or the amount of
firepower pointed at us was enough to quell her usual mouthiness, because she contented
herself with a terse nod. "Yeah. Royal Navy. The rest are all NATO too.” Then she
reverted to type. "Look, mate, what the bloody f-"

The hiss and slam of RPGs, followed by short, rattling bursts of fire, cut her off. A hungry
almost-smirk violated the structural integrity of our new friend's visage. He turned his head
and called out in something that sounded Slavic but not quite Russian. A fellow with a
medic bag trotted over and vaulted up next to Koz.

The newcomer banged a fist on the roof of the pickup's cab and leaned down to the rear
window. "Hey, guys. I'm Radek, I'll take you in. Master sergeant says to keep moving,
we'll handle the Russians. Our aid station's another two klicks down the road.”

I nodded to the sergeant and put the pickup into gear. He stepped away and waved us past
the BMP, which was cranking around to head toward the fight. "Done soon. You buy first
beer." I couldn't quite tell if he was joking.

And that was our welcome to the Czech Republic.

Central Europe experienced a minor renaissance after its emergence from Soviet domination
in the early 1990s. New countries arose from the ashes of the Warsaw Pact - some
violently, some peacefully. Political reform, economic growth, and rediscovery of cultural
identities resulted in a flowering of nations eager to savor their newfound independence and
establish ties with the rest of the world.

All too soon, the party ended. The 2010s brought a worldwide wave of catastrophes, from
natural disasters to those wrought entirely by the words and deeds of men. Caught
between the expansionist crusades of Russia and the European Union, the Central European
nations became some of the Twilight War's bloodiest battlegrounds. To a generation raised
outside the shadow of the Cold War, the shift from hope and prosperity to desperation was
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shattering. To their elders, the return of the bad old times they'd grown up expecting was a
nightmare deferred.

Before the onset of the troubles, the Czech Republic was one of the most successful post-
Soviet states. A near-universal demand for self-determination brought down the
Czechoslovakian Communist Party and led to the peaceful, voluntary dissolution of
Czechoslovakia into the separate Czech Republic and Slovak Republic. The subsequent
transition to a democratic government and a capitalist economy spurred unprecedented
growth, which enabled the country to endure the early 2010s better than many of its
neighbors. Gross domestic product never stopped a bullet, though, and the Twilight War
and its resulting turmoil wrought havoc on the nation.

Now, as the Last Year draws to a close, the Czech Republic is balanced on the edge of the
proverbial knife. The central government still retains a semblance of control over the
western and central parts of the country. Much of the local infrastructure is intact or
recoverable, as are vital industrial and agricultural capacities. Its central location puts it on
the route of almost any movement across Central Europe. But hostile military forces - one
still fighting the Twilight War, another whose intentions are not so transparent — occupy
large swaths of land. Former allies are gathering on the border, casting the shadow of
history in what may be preparation for another land grab. And dissent over the
government's conduct during the war threatens to tear the country apart from within. The
Czech Republic has the potential to become a major power in the new Europe emerging
from the rubble - if it can survive next week.

What This Book Is

Survivor's Guide to the Czech Republic is a setting sourcebook for Twilight: 2013
campaigns set in Central Europe. It's intended as a toolbox for GMs and a sandbox for
players, allowing several different play styles within the same geographic area.

Chapter One: Pravda Vitezi (Truth Prevails) summarizes Czech history and examines in
detail the events of 2007-2013 that impacted the Czech Republic and its neighbors.

Chapter Two: Kde Domov Muj? (Where Is My Home?) is a high-level view of the Czech
Republic's status as of mid-2013, including geography, resources, and the look and feel of
the land and people.

Chapter Three: Factions and Forces presents the first- and second-tier power blocs
influencing present and future events within the Czech Republic, including the military
forces and other significant agencies and assets at their command.

Chapter Four: City of a Hundred Spires takes a close look at Prague, the nation's capital
and largest population center. Having survived the Twilight War relatively intact, Prague is
once again a major economic, political, and espionage hub of Central Europe. This chapter
also describes the shadow war of espionage now raging in Prague and throughout the rest
of the region.

Chapter Five: Power Struggle looks at one of the Czech Republic's most valuable
reconstruction resources - Nuclear Power Station Temelin - and the Russian-occupied zone
surrounding it.

Chapter Six: Moravia in Ruins provides details on the war-torn eastern portion of the
Czech Republic. It also examines the Czech-based portion of the Central Group of Forces,
the Russian military command occupying Moravia and the Slovak Republic.

Appendix: Steel Fist, Velvet Glove presents unit profiles for notable units of the ACR and
its local allies, as well as character creation resources and other relevant information for
building Czech PCs.
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What This Book Isn't

This is not a travel guide, nor is it a textbook on Czech culture or history. Much as those
subjects intrigued us during our research for this work, we didn't have the space to present
them in great detail, and doing so would have diluted our primary focus. If you're
interested in such topics, check the 93 Games Studio forums (http://www.
93gamesstudio.com/forum/) for our recommended information sources - or visit your local
library or preferred online or brick-and-mortar bookstore.

Additionally, this book is not meant as a social or political commentary on real-world events.
As we established in the Twilight: 2013 core rulebook, our game history diverges from
that of the real world on 01 January 2007. Writing this in early 2010, we have the
advantage of a few more years of parallel history on which to draw, but any resemblance
between events in this book and those through which we're living today is purely
coincidental.

For the record: we apologize for any inaccuracies in portraying Czech culture, history
geography, military or intelligence capabilities, or political processes. If you feel the need to
set us straight, feel free to visit those aforementioned forums and share your expertise.
Seriously. We and our players are always interested in firsthand verisimilitude.

Restricted Access

Throughout this book, the "Restricted Access" header on a sidebar indicates an expansion or
clarification of setting material that may be of interest to you, the reader, but isn't
necessarily something any player character knows. With us? Good.

Glossary

112: The prewar phone number for Czech emergency services, now used as both a Morse
code radio call (e---- e---- ee---) and general slang for an emergency request for aid.

ABM: Anti-Ballistic Missile.

ACR: Armada Ceske Republiky (Army of the Czech Republic), military and intelligence
shorthand for both the overall Czech combined armed forces and their ground forces
component. In the context of this book, not to be confused with Armored Cavalry
Regiment, a U.S. Army designation for a mechanized/airmobile reconnaissance and strike
force.

AFV: Armored Fighting Vehicle, general term for any purpose-built combat vehicle capable
of withstanding more than small arms fire.

AO: Area of Operations.

BIS: Bezpecnostni Informacni Sluzba (Security Information Service), the Czech counter-
intelligence agency.

Bohemia: A region of Central Europe now generally synonymous with the western Czech
Republic.

CD: Ceske Drahy (Czech Railways), the primary Czech rail transport operator.
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CEZ: CEZ Group (yes, it's recursive), the Czech national energy collective.

CGF: Central Group of Forces. Originally the Soviet designation for the five divisions and
affiliated units stationed in Czechoslovakia after 1968. Later appropriated by the
commanders of the Russian forces occupying Slovakia and the eastern Czech Republic in the
later phases of the Twilight War.

CRo: Cesky Rozhlas (Czech Radio), the Czech government-funded radio network.

CSSD: Ceska Strana Socialne Demokraticka (Czech Social Democratic Party), a major Czech
political party with a left-leaning socialist focus.

CT: Ceske Televize (Czech Television), the Czech government-funded television network.

CZ: Ceska Zbrojovka (Czech Armory), former Czechoslovakian designation for the
companies nationalized into the government-owned small arms industry. In the post-
Communist era, used as a trade name by several successor corporations, typically
differentiated by home city - e.g. "CZ Uhersky Brod," "CZ Strakonice," "CZ Brno."

.Cz: The top-level Internet domain name for the Czech Republic. Starting in 2012,
colloquially used by younger Anglophone troops to refer to the country as a whole - e.q.
"welcome to the see-zee, boys, have a beer."

GRU: Glavnoye Razvedyvatel'noye Upravieniye (Main Intelligence Directorate), the Russian
military intelligence service.

KDU-CSL: Krestanska a Demokraticka Unie — Ceskoslovenska Strana Lidova (Christian and
Democratic Union — Czechoslovak People's Party), a Czech political party with conservative
right-wing ideals.

KSCM: Komunisticka Strana Cech a Moravy (Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia),
the left-leaning Czech Communist political party.

Moravia: A region of Central Europe now generally defined as the southeastern Czech
Republic.

MRB: Motor Rifle Brigade, Soviet and later Russian designation for the doctrinal equivalent
of a Western mechanized infantry brigade.

MRD: Motor Rifle Division. See MRB.

NZI: Narodni Zemedelsky Iniciativa (National Agricultural Initiative), the Czech
government's crash program of agricultural expansion in the immediate prewar years.

ODS: Obcanska Demokraticka Strana (Civic Democratic Party), the right-wing core of the
prewar Czech government's opposition coalition.

PCR: Policie Ceske Republiky (Police of the Czech Republic), the Czech federal law
enforcement agency.

PK: Pasmu s Kontrolnim (Zone of Control), an area of the Czech Republic that the Pribram
Agreement recognizes as existing under Russian military occupation and martial law.

PMC: Private Military Company or Private Military Contractor, 21st-century corporate-speak
for "mercenary."

PSC: Private Security Company. See PMC.
S&B: Sellier & Bellot, a Czech ammunition company based in Vlasim.

SBCT: Stryker Brigade Combat Team, the U.S. Army designation for an infantry brigade
organized and trained around light/mechanized infantry doctrine and the Stryker family of
AFVs.
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Silesia: A region of Central Europe now distributed between southwestern Poland, the
northwestern Slovak Republic, and the northeastern Czech Repubilic.

S1S: Slovenska Informacna Sluzba (Slovak Intelligence Service), the Slovak counter-
intelligence agency. Alternately, Secret Intelligence Service, the British foreign intelligence
agency popularly known as "MI6."

StB: Statni Bezpecnost (State Security), the Cold War-era secret police of the
Czechoslovakian Communist Party.

SVR: Sluzhba Vneshney Razvedki (Foreign Intelligence Service), the Russian foreign
intelligence agency. Successor to the KGB's First Chief Directorate.

UZSI: Urad pro Zahranicni Styky a Informace (Office for Foreign Relations and
Information), the Czech foreign intelligence agency.

VDV: Vozdushno-Desantnye Vojska (roughly "Air Landing Troops"), Soviet and later Russian
designation for airborne forces. Considered a separate arm of service in Russian military,
rather than airborne units within the Russian Army.

VZ: Vojenske Zpravodajstvi (Military Intelligence), the Czech military intelligence and
counter-intelligence service.

The Standard Unit Profile

Although Twilight: 2013 doesn't maintain an exclusive focus on military action, it is a
game about the aftermath of World War III. That makes the world's surviving military units
forces to be reckoned with in both the physical and political arenas. It's the rare remaining
formation that's more than a battered shell of its prewar self, but such humbers are relative
these days, and a company-strength remnant of a former brigade can still exert significant
influence if it applies its strength properly.

Rather than constrain gamemasters with exact figures of manpower and firepower, we've
chosen to take a descriptive approach to unit characteristics. Throughout this and future
supplements, we'll use the following general terminology to depict units in broad strokes.
Readers who desire more detail on a specific unit's order of battle or table of organization &
equipment can visit our online forums, where our staff and your fellow fans can provide an
embarrassment of riches. Most elements of the unit profiles presented here are self-
explanatory, but a few require definition.

Strength

This entry is a general descriptor of the manpower available to a unit as of mid-2013,
broken down by three categories. "Combat" indicates personnel that most militaries would
classify as front-line fighters: infantry, armor, artillery (both field and air defense), and
reconnaissance troops. "Combat support” indicates any force that may be equipped for light
combat but has another primary function at or near the front lines: transport, military
police, signals, and combat engineer units. "Support" indicates sub-units that (at least
before late 2012) weren't really supposed to engage in fighting at all: intelligence, logistics,
medical, and administrative personnel.

In terms of actual warm bodies, the following hierarchy roughly conforms to the standards
of many modern ground forces while strictly adhering to none:

e Division: 10,000 to 25,000 personnel, subdivided into brigades or regiments. May also
include battalions or even companies of specialized troops (engineering, signals, military
police) that aren't directly subordinate to a brigade or regiment.

e Brigade or Regiment: 3,500 to 10,000 personnel, subdivided into battalions.
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e Battalion: 600 to 1,200 personnel, subdivided into companies. This is the smallest unit
level at which a combat unit generally includes support sub-units (though the reverse is
rarely true — few support battalions include dedicated combat companies).

e Company: 70 to 250 personnel, subdivided into platoons.

e Platoon: 20 to 60 personnel. Platoons generally subdivide into multiple squads or
sections, but units operating at such small levels in 2013 generally aren't worthy of detailed
attention unless they contain the PCs.

As a matter of practice, by mid-2013 it's impossible to find a functioning division-sized
command structure, and damned few brigades are operating. Most units still refer to
themselves by their prewar designations but have actual manpower one or two tiers down
the scale.

Armor

This entry refers to the unit's pool of AFVs: main battle tanks, infantry fighting vehicles,
armored personnel carriers, and combat support variants thereof. Rather than give precise
figures, the following general descriptors apply:

e Heavy: Somehow, the unit is well-supplied with armor. Half or more of its sub-units (e.g.
for a battalion, half or more of its companies) are fully equipped with combat vehicles. In
an encounter with elements of this unit, there's a 60% chance of one or more such vehicles
being present or within immediate response range.

e Medium: The unit has retained or acquired a small number of AFVs. Less than half of its
sub-units are so equipped, and these may not have a full complement. In an encounter
with elements of this unit, there's a 25% chance of one or two combat vehicles being
present or within immediate response range.

¢ Light: The unit has only a scattering of AFVs. These precious remnants are carefully
husbanded for defense of key positions and take the field only for critical operations. PCs
will encounter these vehicles only near base areas or in pivotal engagements.

¢ None: The unit has no AFVs worth mentioning (though it probably would like to get its
hands on some).

Supply

This entry depicts the unit's available reserves and ongoing sources of mission-critical
supplies. For most combat units, these are food, water, ammunition, fuel, and medicine.
Specific exception cases may be noted after the general descriptor:

¢ Full: The unit is well-stocked with the basics and maybe even a few luxuries. Its lines of
supply are well-secured. If somehow cut off, it is capable of independent function for a
period of several months, assuming well-ordered rationing.

e Adequate: The unit has either a good reserve or adequate supply lines but not both. If
forced to operate independently, it can sustain itself for a few weeks to a few months,
depending on the local situation and the GM's needs.

e Poor: The unit has little to no influx of supplies. It's keeping itself going by cannibalizing
equipment (but hopefully not personnel), trading with local civilians, and/or finding or
creating field-expedient alternate sources. If forced to go it alone, it can operate for less
than a month.

e None: The unit is on its last legs and has no means other than conquest of renewing its
available supplies. It has less than a week of essential reserves.

Transport
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This entry describes the unit's overall mobility in general terms: mechanized (powered
vehicles), cavalry, or foot. Any special modes of transport available to the unit are also
featured here. In this context, mechanized transport includes both combat-capable troop
carriers and soft-skinned passenger and cargo vehicles, and cavalry includes both mounts
and draft animals.

Key (Prewar) Facts

Area: 78,866 km2 (equiv. Austria, Panama, South Carolina)

Usable Farmland: ~33,000 km2 (~2,400 km2 in agricultural use)

Bodies of Water: ~1,600 km?2

Borders: Germany, Poland, Austria, Slovakia

Population: 10.4 million

Population Density: 133 people/km?2 (equiv. China, Denmark, Florida)
Urbanization: 69%

Key (Postwar) Facts

Area under Government Control: ~40,000 km?2

Borders: Germany, Russian-Occupied Moravia, Poland, Russian-Occupied Austria
Population: 3.8 million (est.)

Population Density: 48 people/km?2 (equiv. prewar Mexico, Afghanistan, South Carolina)
Urbanization: 30% (est.)
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Chapter One: Pravda Vitezi

It was the kind of early summer day you want to bottle and save for the gray and rainy
times. I was riding in the back of the pickup with our local guide, a farmer whose wagons
we were towing into town in exchange for some of his best homebrew - fuel for the vehicles
and a different kind of fuel for the squad. His English wasn't any better than my Czech, but
he had enough Polish to talk through Kozlowski.

We were rolling past the well-preserved remains of some ancient fortification — I'm talking
"knights and catapults" ancient. On a whim, I picked up the binoculars for a closer look and
caught the glint of someone glassing me in return. The observer noticed my regard and
waved unconcernedly. I took in the heavy machine gun in the shadows beside him and
tentatively waved back.

The farmer caught my interest and gabbled something, gesturing exuberantly. Koz
translated: "He says it's friendlies. Local militia. Zizka Brigade, whoever that is."

"Whew. Good. What's with Castle Greyskull? Never mind," I added at Koz's blank stare.

Another gabble, then Koz frowned. "If I'm getting this right, he says it's the new castle that
the Romans put up in the seventeenth century. I guess he means the Habsburgs, who were
really Austrian Holy Roman, not Roman Roman..." He trailed off as I blinked at him. "Heh.
Never mind."

"Wait, what? New castle? Koz, that's four hundred years, man."

"Yeah." Koz pointed to what I'd taken for a low, jagged hill in the distance. "That's the old
castle.”

In the Czech Republic, history is inescapable. The nation was born from the events of the
two World Wars and the subsequent Cold War. In turn, the factors that spawned those
conflicts had their own roots in the Renaissance and before. This chapter presents a
painfully abbreviated overview of the shaping of Czech national history and identity through
the end of World War II. After 1945, we provide a bit more detail on the 20th century's
subsequent developments - history that, in 2013, is still in living memory. The Twilight
War, of course, receives the lion's share of attention.

If you really don't have the patience for a history lesson, we'll forgive you. The run-up to
the Twilight War begins on page XX.

Background

Throughout the early Medieval period, the regions that would eventually become the Czech
Republic — Bohemia in the west and Moravia in the east - fell under the rule of various tribal
groups and local kings. The emergence of the Bohemian Premyslid royal house in the late
9th century marked the ascent of a local tribe who would one day form the area's dominant
ethnic group: the Czechs.

The Premyslids grew into a regional power, exerting their influence over Bohemia for nearly
500 years. In the mid-10th century, the dynasty continued to gain power even after the
Holy Roman Empire absorbed it. The line died out in 1306, but alliance marriages
transferred much of the Premyslid power and prestige to the rulers of Luxembourg.

The Golden Age of Czech history began in 1346 when King Charles IV ascended to the
thrones of Luxembourg and Bohemia - and, a decade later, was crowned Holy Roman
Emperor. Between his coronation and his death in 1378, Charles enacted a series of
reforms designed to consolidate power and promote long-term stability within the Empire.
His imperial capital was Prague, where he invested heavily in modernization and new

Survivor's Guide to the Czech Republic Page 14 of 130



construction. Many of the city's famous landmarks were the results of his projects,
including Charles University, one of the oldest universities in Central Europe. The modern-
day Czech Repubilic still recognizes Charles IV as the Czech otec vlasti — father of the nation.

Half a century after its founding, Charles University spawned one of the Protestant
Reformation's first precursors. Its rector, Jan Hus, spent over a decade denouncing the
excesses of the Catholic priesthood and European nobility. The Roman Catholic Church
executed him in 1415 but his Hussite movement took hold throughout Bohemia, triggering
the 19-year Hussite Wars. Rome's crusade against the alleged heretics generated periodic
German-led invasions of Bohemia; these alternated with civil wars between Hussite factions
until 1436. The conflict also produced two major population movements whose effects
would be felt for centuries. First, the Hussites expelled thousands of German Catholics from
Bohemia, setting the stage for later German resentment. Second, Bohemian and Moravian
refugee movements into Slovakia intermingled Czech and Slovak populations, strengthening
the ties between the two ethnic groups.

Over the next century, rulership of Bohemia changed hands from Hussites to the Polish
Jagiellon dynasty, then again to the Holy Roman Empire's Habsburg family. The Catholic
Habsburgs soon came into conflict with the largely Protestant Bohemian nobility. In 1618,
Prague's nobles arrested, tried, and convicted two Catholic functionaries on charges of
interfering with Protestant religious practices, launching a Protestant rebellion. The Holy
Roman Empire crushed the Bohemian Protestants in 1620, replacing much of the local
nobility with loyal German Catholics, but the Bohemian example sparked other Protestant
movements across Europe and ignited the Thirty Years' War. The generation-long conflict
saw combat, famine, plague, and forced relocations reduce the populations of Bohemia,
Moravia, and Slovakia by over two-thirds.

After the war, recovery was slow. In the mid-18th century, the Habsburgs enacted a series
of reforms to centralize their power and standardize the Imperial bureaucracy. German
became the official language of government and, by extension, business and academia.
However, even as German influences weighed on Czech culture, the Habsburgs' erosion of
feudal power saw Czech merchants and tradesmen effectively supplant Bohemia's German-
descended nobility. Throughout the 18th and 19th centuries, Bohemia and Moravia
remained under Habsburg rule, through the end of the Holy Roman Empire and the
Habsburgs' subsequent reorganization of their remaining lands into the Austrian - later
Austro-Hungarian — Empire.

In the early 19th century, European nationalist movements led to a renaissance of Czech
cultural and historical studies, formerly suppressed by the Habsburgs and previous rulers.
In Bohemia, Josef Dobrovsky and Josef Jungmann reintroduced the Czech language - once
reduced to a regional peasant tongue - to academic prominence. Czech literature
flourished, as did interest in repressed ethnic traditions. In 1836, historian Frantisek
Palacky published The History of the Czech Nation, which became the definitive work on the
subject. A decade later, Palacky became a key leader of Czech opposition to a German
nationalist drive for annexation of Bohemia and Moravia. Bohemian - and, to a lesser
extent, Moravian and Slovak - internal politics were marked by ongoing sparring between
German and Slavic nationalists. This and other shared stresses, along with mutual Slavic
descent and cultural history, led the growing Czech and Slovak nationalist movements to
align in the 1890s.

The 20th Century: Czechoslovakia

In 1914, the Great War erupted, dragging Bohemia, Moravia, and Slovakia into the conflict
under the Austro-Hungarian Empire's flag. Somewhat less than enthused about serving
under the banner of foreign rulers to kill fellow Slavs, thousands of Czechs and Slovaks
defected to fight for the Alliance Powers against the Empire. On the political front, the two
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nationalist movements united and dispatched representatives to lobby the major Alliance
powers for autonomy. Following the Empire's defeat, the Allies acknowledged
Czechoslovakia as a sovereign state. On October 28, 1918, Czechoslovakia proclaimed its
independence in its new capital of Prague.

Czechoslovakian autonomy was as short-lived as the memories of the nations who'd
formerly supported it. In March 1938, Nazi Germany annexed Austria and began to claim
centuries-old historical precedent for possession of the so-called Sudetenland — most of
Czechoslovakia's northern border regions. On September 29, a summit of German, Italian,
British, and French representatives — with no Czechoslovakian involvement — met in Munich
to discuss German demands. In an attempt to appease Hitler, the resulting Munich
Agreement (or the "Munich Dictate" or "Western Betrayal," depending on one's perspective)
acknowledged Germany's claims on Czechoslovakian land. The following day, British Prime
Minister Neville Chamberlain made his (in)famous declaration of "peace in our time."

In the Munich Agreement's wake, Czechoslovakia crumbled. President Edvard Benes,
recognizing his nation's inevitable collapse, resigned on October 5 and fled the country with
key members of his government. The new Czechoslovakian administration found its power
base critically weakened by the loss of the Sudetenland and the effects of the later Vienna
Award, which forced the country to cede more territory to Hungary and Poland. Slovakia
split from Bohemia and Moravia on March 14, 1939, and the new "Slovak State" acquired a
puppet government answering to the Nazis. The next day, Germany invaded the remaining
Czech territories, which promptly surrendered and were absorbed into the third Reich as the
Protectorate of Bohemia and Moravia. More officials fled to rejoin President Benes in
England, where they operated as the Czechoslovakian government-in-exile for the next six
years.

The German occupation lasted until 1945. Hungry for raw materials and production
capacity, the Nazis nationalized mining, manufacturing, and other industries vital to the war
effort. The occupation's initial months were relatively tame, but Operation Anthropoid - the
1942 assassination of Nazi head of state Reinhard Heydrich - brought increasingly severe
treatment. Total Czechoslovakian deaths in concentration camps and political purges were
between 100,000 and 130,000, including virtually all of Bohemia and Moravia's 90,000 or
more Jews who remained in the Protectorate after 1939.

Resistance operations in occupied Czechoslovakia were fragmented, organized along prewar
community or political lines. Nazi reprisals after Operation Anthropoid gutted most of these
groups — save for the Communist-backed organizations, which had few ties to their
ideological rivals in other networks. After 1942, efforts to rebuild naturally centered around
these survivors. A 1944 mass Slovak uprising ultimately failed, but distracted German
forces enough to ease the Red Army's initial movements into the country. In the wake of
the Soviet advance, troops turned over security and administration to local partisan groups
- again, most often Communists. The Prague Uprising of May 5-8 marked the effective end
of the Nazi presence of Czechoslovakia.

In mid-1945, Soviet, British, and American leaders gathered at the Potsdam Conference to
determine the fate of the former Third Reich. Among other provisions, the resulting
Potsdam Agreement allowed Czechoslovakia to deport ethnic German residents. By the end
of 1946, over 2.5 million people lost their property rights and citizenship and were forcibly
relocated to East and West Germany. Another estimated 300,000 died in various reprisals.

The first postwar Czechoslovakian elections the following year reaffirmed Edvard Benes'
presidency. However, the key roles that Communist resistance groups and the Red Army
played in Czechoslovakian liberation allowed the Communist Party of Czechoslovakia to take
a controlling role in the government. Two years later, the only remaining Eastern European
democracy fell: in the face of open preparations for a coup, Benes reluctantly accepted a
new Communist government, then resigned rather than sign a Communist constitution.
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Throughout the 1950s and early 1960s, Czechoslovakia moved toward Soviet-style
industrialization — and political purges of public figures whose ties to the West were too
strong. However, excessive government control led to economic stagnation. In 1965, the
government introduced a limited free market. The loosening of the financial reins spawned
a matching desire for reduced social control and the Communist Party began edging toward
democracy. In early 1968, Alexander Dubcek's election as Party First Secretary marked a
turning point in Czechoslovakian Communism.

In the series of events later known as the Prague Spring, Dubcek enacted extensive reforms
based on the concept that socialism should mean not only economic but social freedom from
class conflict. His Action Programme espoused a break from Soviet socialist principles in
favor of lesser or nonexistent constraints on free speech, the press, assembly, and internal
and international travel. Perhaps most dangerously in Soviet eyes, Dubcek's proposed
"socialism with a human face" re-opened the possibility of multi-party government. High-
level talks to reaffirm Czechoslovakian commitment to the Warsaw Pact failed to quell
Soviet concerns. On August 20, 1968, the Red Army and allied Pact nations executed
Operation Danube, invading Czechoslovakia and seizing control of government,
transportation, and communication centers. Dubcek pleaded with Czechoslovakian citizenry
to not resist, but civil disobedience spontaneously welled up across the country. Some
300,000 citizens fled Czechoslovakia in the following months. A replacement puppet
government quickly moved to reverse Dubcek's reforms, save for an administrative
separation between the Czech and Slovak halves of the country.

After Operation Danube, the Soviets permanently stationed troops in Czechoslovakia. The
Central Group of Forces totaled five divisions plus support units - all told, roughly 90,000
men. Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, the Soviet Union gradually increased
Czechoslovakia's dependence on it, giving the country a reputation as one of the more
harshly-controlled Communist nations.

The Czech Republic

The 1989 fall of Communism in Hungary and Poland, as well as the first stirrings of German
reunification, heralded the end of Soviet dominance of Czechoslovakia. On November 17,
largely peaceful protests throughout the country marked the beginning of the Velvet
Revolution. A nationwide general strike on November 27 demonstrated the extent of
support for democracy. The following day, the Communist Party agreed to return power to
the hands of the people. On December 29, the Czechoslovakian parliament elected
playwright Vaclav Havel to the presidency. In June 1990, Czechoslovakia held its first free
public elections since 1946.

Freed from Communist suppression, Slovak separatist movements gained strength. In the
latter half of 1992, the senior political leadership of the Czech and Slovak sides of
Czechoslovakia agreed to peacefully dissolve the nation. The Velvet Divorce was finalized
on January 1, 1993, when Czechoslovakia formally separated into the Czech Republic and
the Republic of Slovakia.

The remainder of the 1990s saw rapid liberalization as the Czech Republic sought a new
national identity. The government privatized almost all state-owned industries, triggering
an economic boom that made the country one of the most prosperous former Soviet client
states. A large-scale military drawdown led to a search for external defense alliances. In
1999, the Czechs joined NATO.

The early 21st century saw continued economic growth, including a sudden upswing in
tourism as European and American travelers rediscovered Central European history and
cheap travel. The Czech government strengthened its economic, military, and political ties
to its western neighbors, becoming a full EU member in 2004. Rapid industrial and
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technological modernization brought the Czech standard of living close to that of many
Western European nations. The first years of the new century seemed to be the dawn of a
second golden age for the nation.

In 2007, the BIS became aware of a growing Russian espionage effort within Czech borders.
The primary focus was on technological and economic information, but some agents
appeared to be influencing Czech public opinion against NATO defense cooperation. The
issue came to a head in mid-2008, when the United States and the United Kingdom began
construction of an Eastern European missile defense network. The Czech-based
components were a guidance radar system and an ABM battery, respectively in the Brdy
region and just south of Karlovy Vary. The Russian government strenuously protested the
network's creation, going so far as to advise the host nations of their presence on "the list"
- referring to the Strategic Rocket Forces' ICBM targeting list. In the Czech Republic,
domestic opposition coalesced around the No Bases Initiative, a movement advocating
complete withdrawal from NATO and EU defense treaties. The BIS suspected, but was
unable to prove, further Russian influence on the group's leaders. The Czech Republic's
closest EU defense partners, Austria and Slovakia, reported similar concerns.

In the summer of 2009, the European heat wave wrought havoc on Czech crop production.
The nation's status as a food exporter made it relatively well-positioned to withstand the
crisis, albeit with severe economic consequences for the agricultural sector. Fearing the
harsh weather might be the beginning of a pattern rather than an isolated incident, the
Czech government moved to mitigate possible long-term effects.

2010: Trouble Behind, Trouble Ahead

The beginning of 2010 brought confirmation of the Czech government's worst fears in the
form of updated long-range climate predictions. Shaken by recent events and projections
for the next decade, the government and the University of Life Sciences in Prague launched
the aggressive National Agricultural Initiative. The controversial program diverted funds
into expansion of the nation's agricultural industry on several levels, ranging from farm
subsidies to scholarships for accelerated university programs. Although political opponents
widely criticized the NZI as a panicked sop for public opinion, it captured Czech popular
imagination. Most urban areas recorded a noticeable population drop from residents
attempting the transition to rural life. Results were, at best, mixed - few of the nascent
"farmers" were prepared for the realities of such a move and these novices often did more
harm than good in their new communities. Those who didn't alienate their neighbors were
forced to abandon their dreams of self-sufficiency in favor of working as cheap labor on
established farms. Still, quantity had a quality all its own, and 2010 showed a net increase
in crop yields despite an incrementally worse growing season.

On the military front, EU pressure on the Czechs to sign the Treaty of Cordoba fanned the
flames of public dissent over international military commitments. Although Czech forces
continued to plan and train alongside EU and NATO partners, several senior ACR leaders
threatened to resign in protest rather than accept European - notably German - command
of Czech forces. Bowing to political realities, the embattled government refused to sign the
treaty, claiming it would violate the Czech Constitution. Soon after, Slovakia stood with its
closest defense partner, similarly refusing to ratify the treaty.

As Ukraine's disintegration gathered speed, the influx of refugees into neighboring Austria
and Slovakia became a regional security concern. Initial movement was slow, as the Czech
government was hesitant to appear hypocritical, but a Slovak request under mutual
assistance agreements forced the ACR to mobilize reserve units. By early summer, several
companies of Czech reservists were in Slovakia, assisting with border security and refugee
management.
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Skillful government spin control put Czech public opinion firmly on the refugees' side — a
rare stance in the Europe of 2010. In August, the Slovak and Czech governments jointly
denounced other EU nations' mass deportations of Ukrainians. Slovakia, whose economy
always had lagged somewhat behind that of its western neighbor, launched an aggressive
civil works program, creating thousands of (admittedly low-paying) jobs for its resident
Ukrainians.

The Russian invasion of Ukraine triggered a brief panic in many other former Soviet
satellites. Recalling previous Russian threats, the Czech government quietly stepped up
civil defense preparations and training. It also authorized expansion of nuclear power
generation capacity to offset the energy crisis that would result from losing access to
Russian and Ukrainian fossil fuels.

2011: Taking Shelter

The beginning of 2011 heralded a continuation of 2010's crises — and more to come. In
February, the Slovak SIS forwarded a report to its Czech BIS and UZSI counterparts.
According to Slovak economic intelligence efforts, Russia was hiding the full extent of its
food shortages from both the international community and its own citizens. The impending
famine would likely be on a scale greater than even the 1921 aftermath of the Russian Civil
War. Complete acquisition of Ukrainian territory would be insufficient to meet Russian
agricultural needs.

Faced with multiple indicators of an invasion threat, the Czech Ministry of Defence quietly
dusted off its plans for force expansion via conscription (previously abandoned in 2005 at
the end of the post-Cold War force drawdown). Anticipating an influx of rusty veterans and
raw recruits, the ACR geared up to increase the capacity of its training cadre and facilities.
Between the ongoing Russian campaign in Ukraine and the July's French nuclear strike on
Belarus, these preparations gathered speed against a backdrop of increasing public unease
over military affairs. When a government leak in August finally made the Czech media
aware of the ACR's activities, a firestorm of public outrage (intermingled with some
curmudgeonly support) erupted.

On September 21, Parliament narrowly passed a measure authorizing funding for militia
training in lieu of reactivating conscription plans. Under the State Militia Act, the ACR would
offer instruction in basic military protocol, marksmanship, small unit and irregular tactics,
and civil defense to all qualified citizens. More controversially, the program also was open
to Slovak and Ukrainian citizens living on Czech soil. Formally, the militia units raised
through this program were collectively subordinate to a new command structure, the 55th
Light Infantry Brigade. The Czech press immediately referred to it as the "Zizka Brigade,"
and an unexpectedly skillful ACR public relations campaign capitalized on this association.
By the end of the year, only official documents referred to the militia by its standard
designation.

Historical Context: Jan Zizka

The Hussite Wars created the greatest figure in Czech military history: Jan Zizka. When the
Catholic Church declared a crusade against Bohemia, Zizka — a knight and court functionary
in Prague - rose to command the Bohemians' most effective force. His first success was
repelling and subsequently breaking the 1420 siege of Prague, after which he embarked on
various campaigns to suppress Catholic sympathizers and repel German invaders until his
death in 1424.

Zizka's military success stemmed from his unorthodox approach to everything from training
to tactics. At the beginning of the conflict, his forces were mainly untrained farmers,
possessing neither equipment nor funding suitable for a conventional army. Zizka took
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what his troops already had, adapting the agricultural flail into a hand-to-hand weapon. He
made early firearms viable in open-field engagements against heavy cavalry by converting
farm wagons into platforms for the firearms of the day. When drawn up in a defensive
formation - vozova hradba, literally "wagon walls" - these wagons served as mobile field
fortifications against lance charges. Seven centuries later, these achievements and
innovations, along with their historical weight, made Zizka the best possible symbol for the
Czech Republic's newly-formed militia structure.

In early December, previous government and military efforts to increase civil defense
preparedness appeared prescient. The Russo-French nuclear exchange sparked a brief
panic, albeit without major civil disorder. However, the western portions of the Czech
Republic - including Prague - fell within the area of effect of the EMP attacks on France.
Most electronics west of the Vitava River were damaged or destroyed. Loss of life was
minimal, but disruption to infrastructure - already underfunded thanks to the NZI and other
recent projects — was severe.

Year's end brought another grim piece of news: the fall of Kiev and Russia's subsequent
absorption of Ukraine. To all but the most idealistic of Czech observers, a Russian invasion
was now inevitable. The question became not "if," but "when."

2012: Everything Old is New Again

The Russian troop buildup in Ukraine was an obvious precursor to renewed offensives after
the spring thaw. EU forces expected the primary thrust to be against Poland, but Slovakia
and Romania also were possible targets. Throughout the winter of 2011-2012, EU
reinforcements for Czech and Slovak ground forces were sparse to nonexistent, ostensibly
due to weather conditions and resource constraints. Although the same problems did affect
food distribution across the region, forcing many communities to impose rationing,
government and citizens alike believed the troop shortages were a deliberate EU snub in
response to Czech rejection of the Treaty of Cordoba.

Aid came from an unexpected quarter in late January. Although it had declared neutrality in
the European conflict, the UK still maintained a sizable garrison in Germany. In response to
a quiet request for assistance, the British government tapped the 1st Armoured Division for
an extended humanitarian aid mission in Slovak and Czech territory. The division began
preparing to move from its barracks.

The first direct Russian action against Slovakia occurred on February 25. Russian hackers in
Ukraine launched a massive cyberwar attack on Austrian, Slovak, and Czech network
backbones, primarily targeting military command and control systems. Simultaneously,
Russian air assets targeted the air defenses of these countries, clearing a path for elements
of the 106th Guards Airborne Division to drop on Germany. With regional air defenses
reeling and uncoordinated, the VDV troops slipped through Slovak and Austrian airspace to
their targets.

The following day, the Russian 201st Motor Rifle Division crossed the Ukrainian-Slovak
border, opening the second front in the Euro-Russo War. Gravely outnumbered, the Slovak
2nd Mechanized Brigade bore the brunt of the invasion while the 1st Mechanized Brigade
prepared fallback positions and attempted to manage the gust front of westbound evacuees.
Several ACR reserve units, deployed in Slovakia to aid refugee management operations,
rushed to the Slovak defenses. On February 27, the Czech Republic declared war on the
Russian Federation.

The UK's 1st Armoured Division embarked from Magdeburg via barge in early March,
proceeding south toward Prague as the Elbe River's winter ice began to break up. The
division effectively entered the war on March 7, when the first Russian air strike sank
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several barges full of the division's heavy equipment. A sustained air offensive the following
week wrecked the port facility at Melnik and sank enough river traffic to effectively block the
confluence of the Elbe and Vltava Rivers. The division's lead elements arrived in Prague on
March 19. After reorganizing around equipment and personnel losses, companies began
moving east to reinforce Czech defenses.

The War of the Mayflies

In the air, the period between late February and early April of 2012 became known as the
War of the Mayfiles. European and Russian air forces clashed around the clock in Slovak
and Czech airspace, with horrifyingly short life expectancies for pilots on both sides.
Bolstered by German, Dutch, and Norwegian assets, the Czech and Slovak Air Forces put up
a valiant defense, but the Czech national infrastructure suffered grave damage nonetheless.
Noteworthy losses included the Sellier & Bellot ammunition plant at Vlasim, the port
facilities at Melnik, and the pumping station supplying coolant to Nuclear Power Station
Dukovany.

The final Slovak combat aircraft fell on March 27 and the Czech Air Force lost its last two
fighters on April 7. Luftwaffe fighters and a NATO AWACS platform maintained operations
out of Caslav Air Force Base for another month. By mid-May, Czech and Slovak airspace
belonged wholly to the invaders. However, surviving ground-based defenses limited
Russian air operations to rear-area transport and rare (and costly) tactical support missions.

The first Russian troops set foot on Czech soil on April 8. On the run from heavy German
pursuit, survivors of the 106th Guards Airborne Division crossed the border near Kraslice.
With the majority of ground forces concentrated to the east, local defense fell to police and
militia units, who put up unexpectedly fierce resistance. In the fighting, the Russians
overran and destroyed the American ABM battery near Karlovy Vary. An estimated 200 to
300 paratroops survived, dispersing into the countryside in squad- and platoon-sized
packets.

With the loss of public works in much of the eastern Czech Republic, outbreaks of cholera
and other diseases ran rampant. Although political and defense considerations prevented
the ACR from sealing the Slovak border, most Polish refugees were turned away toward
Germany. Retreating Polish military units and their dependents were allowed to cross the
border, with the town of Opava designated as a marshaling point.

May 9 marked the loss of eastern Slovakia as Russian troops overran the Slovak 2nd
Mechanized Brigade's headquarters near Lucenec. Final transmissions from the brigade
confirmed Russian use of chemical weapons. Four days later, a critical miscalculation led
the Slovak 1st Mechanized Brigade to begin moving east without adequate air defenses.
Surviving Russian air assets seized this opportunity, obliterating much of the brigade's
supply train. Without the fuel to press the intended counterattack or withdraw, the
brigade's forward elements pulled into defensive positions and prepared to die fighting.

On May 18, Russian forces encircled the Slovak capital of Bratislava. A last-minute airlift
evacuated key members of the Slovak government before the city fell the following day.
The broken remnants of the Ground Forces of the Slovak Republic streamed westward to
Austria and the Czech Republic.

Maskirovka

The term maskirovka - literally "camouflage" - refers to the venerable Russian doctrine of
military deception operations. During the assault on the Czech Republic, one of the
invaders' larger-scale maskirovkas was the infiltration of Spetsnaz units in Slovak uniforms
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and vehicles. In the confusion following Bratislava's fall, few of the fleeing troops were
carefully screened.

The initial Spetsnaz mission was reconnaissance: identifying Czech and allied troop
concentrations, supply depots, command centers, and other key strategic points. The
opening of a second front near Ostrava was the signal for the commandos to commence
offensive operations. Initial strikes focused on lines of supply and communication. The
units' usual disguise as Slovak survivors had a secondary effect of undermining Czech trust
in ostensible allies. Tensions were escalating until mid-June, when a Spetsnaz raid on
Czech and British supply depots at Brno yielded a prisoner. The "Slovak renegade" died
during surgery, but not before revealing his actual identity and mission.

Awareness of the problem did not immediately solve it. The Brno raid allowed the Spetsnaz
troops to switch from Slovak to Czech and British guises. The most successful strike came
on June 23, when a team masquerading as Czech reservists detonated a pair of truck
bombs outside the 4th Rapid Deployment Brigade's command post near Ostrava. The
explosions killed the brigade commander and most of his staff, directly contributing to the
fall of the city's defenses.

The Russians weren't the only ones engaging in maskirovka. The ACR, equipped mainly
with ex-Soviet equipment or close copies thereof, used this similarity to its advantage.
Combined with an aggressive electronic warfare campaign, Czech units in Russian colors
and tactical markings rampaged across the invaders' rear areas, particularly during the
drive on Prague.

Today, the extent of remaining Spetsnaz presence in the Czech Republic is unknown (but
see Chapter Four for some hints). It's certain that some troops are still operating, most
likely under command of the CGF, but their numbers and whereabouts are a mystery. "It
must have been Spetsnaz" is becoming a catchphrase uttered whenever someone
experiences an inexplicable setback in any context.

The Russian invasion of the Czech Republic began on May 26 with the Battle of Valasske
Mezirici. In pursuit of fleeing Slovak personnel, Russian troops crossed the Czech border -
and stuck their collective heads into a hornet's nest of local militias. Snipers and antitank
teams annihilated the initial thrust. Both sides called for reinforcements, resulting in the
main Russian offensive kicking off two weeks ahead of schedule. ACR and militia forces cut
off every Russian attempt to advance cross-country or on side roads but put up only token
resistance to the main troop movement up European Route 442. Russian commanders
began to suspect a trap - and were proven correct when their lead units reached the town
of Valasske Mezirici. Czech and British regulars stalled the Russian advance for two days
while Zizka Brigade skirmishers and hastily-reorganized Slovak infantry crept into position.
On the morning of May 29, dozens of individual firefights erupted along E442 as the door
slammed shut behind the Russians. Although the Slovak and Zizka units suffered ruinous
casualties, they and the Czech and British line units inflicted greater than 75% losses on the
trapped Russian forces. Debris, unexploded ordnance, and a variety of IEDs and tank traps
effectively blocked E442 for the next year.

The Slovak/Czech front had previously been a sideline to the main offensive through Poland,
but the premature Battle of Valasske Mezirici piqued the Russian General Staff's ire. The
5th Separate Motor Rifle Brigade was diverted from the siege of Krakow and sent down the
route of the ancient Amber Road and through the Moravian Gate. On June 9, the division's
lead elements came under fire from Czech artillery while still several kilometers inside the
Polish border. Reconnaissance units crossed into the Czech Republic that night.

Faced with two separate threat axes, both bearing potentially overwhelming force, Czech
military leaders activated one of several contingency plans: Operation Sasek (Jester).
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Throughout the country, police and Zizka Brigade squads confiscated and destroyed road
maps, tore down highway signs or replaced them with false ones, prepared bridges and
other choke points for demolition, and took similar steps to confound invading forces lacking
intimate knowledge of local geography. Scores of towns posted new signs, changing their
names to "Dubcek," "Havel," or "Masaryk."

As Russian forces approached Ostrava, the third-largest Czech city, evacuations reached a
fever pitch. Traffic control suffered a complete breakdown by June 20 and only the
intervention of British military police units restored enough order to effectively position
incoming reinforcements. Panic redoubled the following day when the Russians used
chemical weapons to secure their advance's northern flank. A nerve gas strike on the Polish
forces marshaling outside Opava was blown into the town by high winds, killing an
estimated 25,000 Czech and Polish civilians. The enraged Polish troops charged the
Russians in a frenzy of self-immolation, temporarily stunning the advance.

Despite the Polish sacrifice, Ostrava's defenses collapsed on June 23 with the Spetsnaz
decapitation of 4th Rapid Deployment Brigade. Scattered units held out for another week,
but the main body of the Russian advance encircled and defeated those that didn't
immediately begin a fighting withdrawal toward Prague. Czech units in Russian disguises
hamstrung the advance's initial stages while many of Prague's citizens evacuated to outlying
farming communities, but the Russian vanguard reached Prague's eastern suburbs on July
19.

The Siege of Radvanice

Cut off from reinforcements and unable to break contact after the events of June 23, the
Czech 41st Mechanized Battalion, supporting British troops, and local police and militia units
withdrew under fire. The 450 survivors regrouped on the grounds of the ArcelorMittal steel
plant in Ostrava's southeastern Radvanice district. Over the next eight weeks, the starving
and desperate fighters held off a vastly superior force, going so far as to use sewers and
utility tunnels to leave their perimeter and raid Russian supply dumps. When the plant's 48
surviving defenders finally surrendered on August 12, only 18 were healthy enough to walk
out on their own.

While Russian forces out of Poland struggled toward Prague, their counterparts on another
front enjoyed greater success. Throughout July and August, the Russian 58th Army cut a
broad swath through Austria. Refugee movements clogged the southern Czech border.
Reserve and militia troops blocked most of the flood, but a scattering of routed (albeit still
combat-capable) Austrian military units forestalled the use of force in most cases. Most of
the refugees were pushed northwest into the Austrian-German-Czech border area, where
surviving Austrian troops began to consolidate around the refugee concentrations.

The Siege of Prague began on July 20. Unable to force the city's defenses, the Russian
attackers settled into positions in the rubble of Prague's eastern outskirts. Over the next
three months, attempts to cross the Vitava River and encircle the city yielded little more
than high body counts. By the end of October, the siege wound down to occasional
desultory exchanges of projectiles and harsh language, as both sides were more occupied
with preparing for winter than with killing one another.

In Slovakia, outbreaks of pneumonic plague wreaked havoc on the civilian population
through late summer and early autumn. As Slovak resistance activity subsided, Russian
troops moved west to reinforce the Czech and Polish offensives. August saw a renewed
push across the eastern Czech border toward Brno. Czech, Slovak, and British forces in the
city dug in and prepared for a long campaign.
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On September 14, the fourth major Russian assault on Brno's defenses drove through the
southern suburbs to the edge of the city core. Slovak artillery broke up the advance with
chemical shells. Enraged by the bombardment, the commander of the 201st Motor Rifle
Division ordered a response in kind. On September 15, the 201st launched three tactical
nuclear warheads against Brno. Immediate losses were estimated at 1,500 troops and over
20,000 civilians. Russian armor crews sealed their vehicles and advanced through the
mushroom clouds, firing indiscriminately at anything still moving. Over the next few weeks,
the defenders who survived the attack and subsequent pursuit fled west to cross the Vitava
River, then regrouped south of Prague before moving to reinforce the city's defenses.

The Nights of the Vampire

Between October and December 2012, isolated Russian detachments across occupied
Moravia suffered devastating raids. The culprits were a black-clad squad of unidentified
special operations troops mounted on and supported by a black Mi-24 helicopter gunship.
Past this basic profile, reports were wildly varied. On several occasions, the Vampire
allegedly struck separate targets on the same night, but on a schedule physically impossible
for an Mi-24's flight speed. Operations were mainly assassinations and kidnappings of key
Russian personnel, interspersed with several hostage rescues. Invariably, any force
claiming to have shot down the Vampire became its next target. The last reported attack
came on New Year's Eve.

To add pestilence to famine and war, an aggressive influenza strain erupted throughout the
Czech Republic in early October. In Prague, the disease claimed nearly 15% of the city's
remaining residents and an even greater percentage of the defending troops. The death toll
likely would have been much higher were it not for the city's relatively superior living
conditions, made possible by the remaining output of the nuclear power plant at Temelin.
Outside Prague and the Temelin area, it was much higher - as lethal as 50% in
communities without adequate medical support. The government and most surviving
military posts enacted quarantine procedures early in the outbreak and remained
comparatively untouched. This apparent immunity led to a public perception of medical
resources being diverted to a handful of officials rather than allocated to the citizenry at
large. Outrage boiled over and only harsh winter weather prevented riots across the
country. By the time the worst had passed in January, many outlying towns had broken off
communication with the central government, declaring autonomy or throwing support to the
nascent Czech Resistance movement.

Restricted Access: British "Neutrality"”

Officially, prior to early 2013, Her Majesty's Government held a position of strict neutrality
in the Euro-Russo War. This was unpopular with the British military due to both long-range
strategic forecasts (which differed from those of civilian analysts, and probably were more
accurate in the 2007-2012 timeframe) and a general sense of duty. A faction of Parliament
shared these sentiments, and it was to these officials that the Czech government directed
its plea for aid in late 2011. Playing on latent guilt over the Munich Agreement, these
politicians won authorization for the deployment of 1st Armoured to the Czech Republic for
"humanitarian relief," then turned a blind eye to the division's combat preparations.

It's also worth noting that under prewar UK and NATO strategy, one of 1st Armoured's
maneuver brigades remained on British soil while the rest of the unit was based in Germany
(or deployed to the Middle East). The designated NATO "round-out" force for 1st Armoured
to absorb in the event of full-scale war was the Czech 4th Rapid Deployment Brigade. Thus,
when the division arrived in the Czech Repubilic, it had an existing relationship with the ACR,
which vastly increased its effectiveness during the Last Year's battles.
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From a game design perspective, the presence of 1st Armoured in the Czech Republic is our
excuse for players in this setting to run anglophone PCs who are still subordinate to a semi-
intact chain of command. GMs who don't want this element can maintain the theatre's
balance of power by replacing 1st Armoured with a German or French formation of
equivalent strength, a collection of smaller EU units, consolidated survivors of the Polish or
Slovak armies, or a larger Czech reserve force.

Restricted Access: NATO vs. EU Forces

If any scholars of international law and military history have the leisure to do so by
mid-2013, they'll spend an inordinate amount of time arguing over the legal subtleties of
the Twilight War. One major sticking point is the use of NATO command structures in a war
that some NATO members - notably including the United States - initially insisted was an
EU concern spurred by European economic issues.

Three factors complicated the use of pure EU military assets in the early phases of the war.
First was an issue of scale. The primary EU military formation was the battlegroup, a
multinational force of 1,500 to 4,000 troops - approximately the same size as an
understrength brigade and usually short on heavy equipment. The battlegroup concept was
intended for rapid deployment in response to local threats, not a full-scale land war in
Eurasia. NATOQO's standing command structure and military logistics procedures were much
better suited to operations of the size required in the 2011-2012 period. Second was an
issue of training and joint operations history — years for the EU structures versus decades
for the NATO hierarchy. Finally, even after the Treaty of Cordoba, deployment of EU forces
required a political consensus from the European Council, an unacceptably long decision
cycle for members who saw the end of history looming on the horizon.

Well before the Twilight War, the EU had recognized these limitations and embarked on
resource-sharing negotiations with NATO. Thus, when full-scale war began, the EU was
well-positioned to "borrow" NATO support systems, command structures, and equipment.
The end result of this sometimes-unwilling cooperation was a web of interlocking back-room
agreements, legal fictions, and unilateral decisions that will require decades for historians to
unravel. For much of the war, NATO formations bore the brunt of the fighting while re-
designated as "provisional EU battlegroups" and operating with embedded EU "advisors."
The proximity of NATO headquarters and one of the EU's key summit locations - both in
Brussels, Belgium - made this only somewhat unwieldy rather than entirely impractical.
Nonetheless, most surviving general officers now agree that the political aspects of the war
severely impaired their ability to fight it.

2013: Crossroads

In January, as combat around Prague desultorily resumed where it had left off the previous
autumn, another Russian force made itself known. Under cover of a blizzard, the 51st
Guards Airborne Regiment's survivors staged a daring assault on Nuclear Power Station
Temelin. Russian forces in Austria immediately capitalized on the raid, committing much of
their remaining armor and fuel to send in the 19th Motor Rifle Division. Depleted Czech
forces on the southern border offered little more than token resistance. Within a week, the
Russians had taken Ceske Budejovice and opened a pocket in southern Bohemia.

Inexplicably, the new invasion force failed to exploit this success, despite exhortations from
its counterparts around Prague to press the advantage and assist with the capture of the
Czech capital. Instead, the 58th Army opened negotiations with the Czech government,
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ostensibly on behalf of the Russian Federation as a whole. On March 22-25, a formal
meeting in the industrial center of Pribram, midway between Prague and Temelin, resulted
in a cease-fire. The Pribram Agreement also acknowledged temporary Russian military
governance of two sections of Czech territory, secured continued Czech use of the Temelin
power plant's output, and allowed limited Russian access to Prague for the purposes of
trade and diplomacy.

The Pribram Agreement's audacity was matched only by its capacity for inspiring dissent on
all sides. Dozens of Zizka Brigade partisan leaders, by now accustomed to operating
autonomously in Russian-held territory, refused to acknowledge the cease-fire and pressed
their operations against Russian troops. Russian forces in Slovakia and the environs of Brno
reciprocated, stating that the 58th Army's military government in Austria had no authority
to conduct such a treaty. Even while withdrawing from the Siege of Prague, Russian forces
argued among themselves. Some chose to align with the 58th Army in Austria rather than
rejoin their parent formations in the eastern Czech Republic.

Restricted Access: The Pribram Agreement

By all military logic, the Pribram negotiations shouldn't have happened. The Russians had
all the advantages and no apparent reason to press for a cease-fire. Two major questions
remain unanswered for most observers. First, why did the 58th Army open negotiations
rather than assist the troops already besieging Prague? A unified assault, combined with
cutting off power to Prague, could have ended the campaign in a matter of weeks and left
the Russians fully in control of the Czech Republic. Second, why did Prague's besiegers
send a representative to the negotiations, much less sign the Pribram Agreement and
withdraw? Again, while their task would have been harder without 58th Army assistance,
they could have finished the job in a matter of months, if not weeks.

Obviously, some source of pressure on the Russian command structure was strong enough
to compel these decisions despite clear military advantages. However, no one seems to
know exactly what it was — or even where it originated. The Czech UZSI and VZ are very
interested in learning who intervened on their nation's behalf, as is the British SIS. This
should raise some questions for characters who have contacts in these agencies...

A more thorough examination of the Pribram Agreement begins on page XX.

Russian internal disputes over the Agreement came to a head in late April, when several
fratricide incidents erupted between troops committed to honoring the agreement and those
advocating for continued offensive operations against the Czechs. Support for the latter
position coalesced around the 201st Motor Rifle Division. On April 24, these units declared
their subordination to a new Russian regional command: the Central Group of Forces.

Historical Precedent: The Central Group of Forces

To any Czech with a modicum of military history, the Central Group of Forces' hame is a
clear indication of the invaders' ultimate intentions. The first formation to bear the name
was the Soviet garrison in Austria from 1945 to the mid-1950s. The second time the Red
Army used the designation, it applied to the occupation forces stationed in Czechoslovakia
after 1968's Prague Spring and Operation Danube. Of further note, the modern CGF's 34th
Motor Rifle Division, how occupying western Slovakia, traces its lineage to the previous
CGF's 15th Guards Tank Division.

Even as Russian dissent gave the Czech Republic breathing room, public opinion began to
turn against the Czech government. Discontent over leaders' recognition of Russian control
over Czech territory fed the Czech Resistance movement that was coalescing around
renegade Zizka Brigade leaders. Opposition was particularly fervent in Prague, which saw
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several public demonstrations. PCR investigations pointed to a central body orchestrating
the movement but tracing specific sources proved difficult.

While the Czech government launched a variety of recovery operations, late May saw
further inflammation of domestic unrest. Beginning within the government, rumors spread
that the winter influenza epidemic was caused by a mutated strain of a Russian biological
agent. The Slovak government-in-exile fanned the flames with its own support for this
theory, pointing to the previous summer's pneumonic plague outbreak in occupied Slovakia.

In June, Czech reconnaissance probes into Germany revealed a large multinational force
mustering around Nuremburg. Evidence suggested that a Franco-German coalition might
be considering a land grab for northwestern Bohemian farmland. Already strained to the
breaking point by defensive commitments on two fronts, Czech forces began carefully
realigning to meet a third potential threat axis.
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Chapter Two: Kde Domov Muj?

Near Kutna Hora, we had to detour around a bombed-out bridge. The military police on
duty waved us across the ford after a brief conversation with our escort and a cursory
glance at the IDs a few of us still had. As we splashed through the river, I caught a look at
the work crew and realized they were under guard — Russian POWs. Something about them
didn't quite seem right and I caught myself staring until we pulled out of sight of them.

Later that day, we passed another similar chain gang — well, not really in chains, but the
guards with assault rifles certainly set the mood. These guys were stripping a couple of
derelict trucks. Again, I got the same weird vibe. It wasn't until we stopped for dinner that
I put my finger on it.

Dinner.

The POWs weren't starving. This place had enough food that they could afford to feed their
prisoners.

In 2013, the Czech Republic is still a going concern despite grievous losses. Of the 79,000
square kilometers within its prewar borders, over 13,000 are under Russian occupation and
perhaps twice that is effectively uncontrolled. The nation's population has been reduced
from 10.4 million to an estimated 3.8 million, a quarter of whom live under Russian
occupation governments. Prague, capital and heart of the nation, is down from 1.3 million
inhabitants to 340,000, and other major population centers have suffered even greater
losses or flight. The second-largest city of Brno is a shattered ruin after a Russian nuclear
strike. The situation is grim... but this is not a new story for the Czechs.

Infrastructure

The Czech Republic of 2000 was a post-Communist success story. Spurred by privatization
of most former government monopolies, its blossoming economy attracted thousands of
foreign investors. Companies opened new facilities across the country, and the Czech
government poured its increased revenues back into infrastructure improvement projects.
While the Twilight War shattered the country, it didn't entirely erase those hard-won gains.
Most of the Czech Republic in 2013 remains salvageable and, whether they're Czech or
Russian, the local authorities are hard at work to restore whatever they can.

Travel

In the early 21st century, the Czech Republic had a well-developed cargo and passenger rail
network and was in the process of expanding its highways to cope with the post-Soviet
boom in private automobile ownership. The Twilight War brought both modes of transit to a
grinding halt. Czech defenders and Russian invaders liberally dropped bridges to deny their
enemies freedom of movement, resulting in a country largely impassable by any vehicle
confined to roads or rails.

Roads

Like many former Soviet client states, the Czech Republic of the 1990s found itself short of
usable highways when held to Western standards. A massive construction effort continued
into the early 21st century, resulting in a nascent highway network centered on Prague.
Primary routes connected the capital to Plzen, Usti nad Labem, and Brno, with the first two
routes attaching to the German autobahn system and continuing, respectively, to Dresden
and Nuremberg. Additional highways were under construction at the outbreak of the war,
primarily intended to link Prague to Austria and Poland through major Czech population
centers.
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At present, the only safe and passable major highways are the D5 (Prague to Germany
through Plzen) and the D8 (Prague to the German border through Usti nad Labem). The D1
route between Prague and Brno is technically navigable but liberally strewn with the debris
of war, and various sections are subject to interdiction by ACR, Russian, or local
independent forces. All other major highways have been bombed or otherwise blocked.
The last two unusually harsh winters and subsequent spring floods also have taken their
toll.

Once off the main highways, land travel is much the same as it is elsewhere in Eastern
Europe: a seemingly random mix of paved, gravel, and dirt roads, often winding through
now-underpopulated farmland and small villages. Both bandits and local governments prey
on unwary travelers who lack sufficient firepower to negotiate from a position of strength.

Rails

Prewar Czech rail lines stretched about 9,000 kilometers, with a third of those electrified.
Save for the aforementioned bridge destruction (primarily in Moravia), the network
sustained relatively little damage during the Twilight War, as the invading Russian forces
wanted it for their own use. The greatest shortage facing would-be railroad engineers now
is one of qualified personnel, not of rolling stock.

Ceske Drahy completed inspection and refurbishment of its Prague-Plzen line in early June
2013 and now runs limited passenger and cargo service two days a week. Crews are
currently evaluating and repairing the main lines running from Prague to Pardubice and to
the German border near Dresden. However, until electrical output from the Temelin reactor
is extended outside the environs of Prague and points south, fuel constraints will severely
limit additional service.

In the east, the Russian occupation forces have ordered the reactivation of the lines running
from Ostrava into Slovakia. Without electrical power or diesel fuel, though, the rails will
likely remain empty. It's unclear whether the CGF intends to bring in reinforcements and
supplies for a renewed offensive or to strip the occupied Moravian territory of anything of
value.

Rivers

Despite being a landlocked nation, the Czech Republic saw a significant amount of riverine
commerce, primarily in the northwest along the Labe (more familiar to anglophones as the
Elbe) and Vltava Rivers. Sections of the Morava River in the southeast were technically
navigable but featured no major ports.

In 2013, the Vltava is Prague's lifeline. Daily food shipments from the northwest farmland
arrive via barge, fighting the north-flowing current into the capital. This traffic receives
much of the government's dwindling diesel fuel supplies, a situation which pleases no one
except the towboat operators. Raids on these barges are on the rise and the ACR and its
British allies are stepping up countermeasures.

The Vitava also supports travel from Prague and south-central Czech territory northward to
Melnik, where the river merges with the Elbe. Melnik's port facilities sustained heavy
damage during 2012 and the confluence of the rivers remains blocked with wreckage, but
salvage operations are under way and the passage, if not the port, is projected to re-open
in September 2013. In the meantime, Melnik remains a transshipment point for traffic
moving to and from Prague. From there, it's feasible to travel northwest through Germany
to Hamburg, Cuxhaven, and the North Sea. However, Germany's Balkanized nature makes
this a risky proposition. Entrepreneurs hoping to open trade with one German faction or
another often hire on guards for the trip, which can be a dangerous but potentially lucrative
prospect for well-armed individuals who find themselves at loose ends.

Survivor's Guide to the Czech Republic Page 29 of 130



Air

A Soviet legacy of forward airbases left the Czech Republic with several dozen small airfields
capable of handling regional passenger and cargo traffic. Most of these were converted to
commercial use by the 21st century, though many retained a secondary role as dispersal

fields for combat aviation assets. The ACR also took over some adjacent military facilities,
which made those fields attractive targets in 2012.

About half the Czech Republic's prewar airfields — those that weren't military targets -
remain technically usable. Prague's Ruzyne Airport and Ostrava's Leos Janacek Airport,
respectively controlled by the ACR and the CGF, are fully functional - or would be if anyone
was flying today. As is the case throughout the world, the limiting factor in air travel is fuel
availability. The ACR has a handful of military helicopters and a few light commuter aircraft
but only an emergency of the sort involving player characters would likely necessitate any
risk to these precious assets.

Travel Distances

This table provides approximate travel distances between major cities in or near the Czech
Republic. Figures assume the use of main roads or established rail lines. Travelers
attempting to avoid primary routes add (20 + 3d10)% to the effective distances given here.

Route Distance
Brno-Olomouc 80 km
Brno-Prague 185 km
Ceske Bujedovice-Prague 125 km
Melnik-Prague 35 km
Olomouc-Ostrava 100 km
Ostrava-Pardubice 225 km
Pardubice-Prague 75 km
Plzen-Prague 85 km
Prague-Strakonice 100 km
Prague-Temelin 125 km

To outside the Czech Republic...

Brno-Bratislava (Slovakia) 165 km
Ceske Budejovice-Linz (Austria) 120 km
Ceske Budejovice-Vienna (Austria) 210 km
Ostrava-Bratislava (Slovakia) 285 km
Ostrava-Krakow (Poland) 170 km
Prague-Berlin (Germany) 360 km
Prague-Hamburg (Germany) 1,250 km
Prague-Nurnberg (Germany) 280 km
Economy
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Although electronic commerce is a distant memory, the Czech Republic retains something
vaguely resembling a functional economy, at least in government-controlled areas. The
national currency is the koruna ("crown" - symbol Kc, international code CZK). At the onset
of the Twilight War, the exchange rate with USD was roughly $1=Kc12.5. The Czech
government issued banknotes of 5,000, 2,000, 1,000, 500, 200, 100, and 50 korun face
values, while coinage was available in 50, 20, 10, 5, 2, and 1 korun denominations.

All government agencies and most private businesses in and around Prague accept Czech
currency at face value - at least from buyers who sound and act Czech. Foreigners in
possession of large amounts of cash are likely to be viewed with suspicion. The farther from
Prague a transaction occurs, the more likely one or both parties will prefer or demand
barter. Within the Russian occupation zones, of course, local currency has no value - but
this hasn't stopped the Russians (and other parties) from raiding bank vaults to acquire
cash for covert operations around Prague.

High-demand trade goods throughout the country include fuel, small arms ammunition,
medicine, and technical information relevant to food production. Food is valuable, albeit not
currently a critical need for most communities outside the far eastern reaches. This may
change, though, depending on the coming harvest.

Salvage operations tend to focus on communities east of Prague, as the capital and points
west remain too heavily-populated to contain many valuable items that someone hasn't
already claimed. The central and eastern regions (save for Brno) still contain a great deal
of potentially functional electronics, as they were outside the radius of the EMP strikes on
France. Other high-value prospects for salvage include books, agricultural supplies, and
manufacturing equipment that can be broken down for transport.

Prices

For cash transactions with koruna, multiple an item's Street Price in dollars by 12.5.
Alternately, it's okay to leave all figures in dollars and assume the characters are using the
appropriate values and terms. For characters who prefer to deal in gold, GG1 equals Kc125
in government-controlled areas and around Kc250 elsewhere.

Within government-controlled areas, most common goods have their listed Street Prices.
Food prices are up 20-50%, ammunition and electronic consumables are up 100%, and fuel
is up 200% or more if it's even available on the open market. At the GM's discretion, other
equipment or supplies hot common to the area may be priced higher (as sellers overcharge
for rarity) or lower (due to unfamiliarity or perceived lack of utility).

Vehicles

Automotive production was one of the prewar Czech Republic's fastest-growing heavy
industries, and private ownership of automobiles was increasing along with it. Civilian
ground transport is widely available and even many light aircraft are salvageable. On the
military front, the vast majority of vehicles are Warsaw Pact designs or derivatives thereof.
Despite ongoing modernization programs, the ACR had not yet converted most of its fleet to
newer designs, and the invading Russians obviously had their own equipment. The most
common Western combat vehicles are 1st Armoured Division's British equipment. Few AFVs
exist outside military control; the best salvage prospects for "slightly used" models exist
near the main routes of troop movements from Ostrava and Brno to Prague.

What's on the Road?

The most frequently-encountered brand of passenger car on prewar Czech highways was
the domestic Skoda. Citroen, Ford, Peugeot, Renault, and Volkswagen products also were
popular. Czech auto buyers tended to follow contemporary European preferences for

Survivor's Guide to the Czech Republic Page 31 of 130




smaller vehicles, with pickup trucks almost unheard-of and small SUVs fairly rare until the
late 2000s. In the commercial transport sector, Tatra, Avia, and Skoda were major players
in both the domestic and international markets.

Today, the lack of gasoline and its substitutes relative to biodiesel has left most consumer
vehicles parked. The most common type of motor transport is the ubiquitous Tatra
medium-duty cargo truck, used in both government and private fleets.

Real Estate

The prewar Czech Republic was a thoroughly-developed country. A millennium and a half of
habitation produced a land with few empty places, save for the mountains on the eastern
and southwestern borders. The Last Year's migrations, evacuations, and deaths led the
surviving population to reconsolidate in whatever communities were most physically intact
and adjacent to usable farmland. Now, perhaps one in four small villages has a population
close to that which it had three years ago - but its two nearest neighbors are ghost towns
and the surrounding countryside is empty. In larger cities, the same pattern is repeated as
densely-populated residential blocks alternate with echoing, empty ones and vacant lots are
given over to urban farming.

The harsh truth is that the Czech Republic has lost far more inhabitants than buildings.
Unoccupied and intact housing is plentiful, and even warehouse or industrial space can be
had with a little investigation. Possession has become nine-tenths of the law. Authorities,
where they exist, look harshly upon forced takeovers, but residents who abandoned their
property have little recourse if they later return to find squatters have moved in.

Storming the Castle

Medieval and Renaissance rulers left the Czech Republic with over 2,000 castles (hrad),
manor houses, and palaces - the highest density per square kilometer of any modern
country. In the late 20th century, many were restored as monuments or museums,
capitalizing on the burgeoning tourist industry. While centuries-old stone fortifications
haven't become any less vulnerable to modern explosives, two feet of stone do pretty well
against most small arms, and some communities have recommissioned their local
landmarks as defense positions. Other surviving castles now serve as military strongpoints
or bases for criminals, free traders, or deserters.

Electronics

On a map of Europe, the effect radius of the Russian EMP attacks on France cuts a swath
across the western Czech Republic, almost directly through Prague. The result is an odd
disparity between the eastern and western parts of the country, exacerbated by the Temelin
power plant's output capacity. Prague itself has both some working electronic devices and
the electrical power necessary to run them. Areas west of the capital have some electricity
but the EMP destroyed most electronic devices. In the east, the reverse is true (except in
and around Brno). This has resulted in a thriving salvage trade, with entrepreneurs
venturing into the country's disputed central region to gather working equipment for sale in
Western Europe or Russia.

This isn't to say that functioning computers are common in the Czech Republic, though they
do exist. Government records have been restored from backups, giving them at least an
October 2011 baseline of data. In Prague and its surroundings, businesses that absolutely
require software support — engineering firms and the like - tend to have at least limited
computing power available. However, there's no public Internet and personal entertainment
use is considered a waste of precious electricity. The government facilities in Prague have a
working internal telephone system but general service is unlikely to be restored within the
next year.
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What's on the Air?

The Czech government operates two CRo channels out of Prague, broadcasting each on both
the FM and shortwave bands. CR1 Radiozurnal provides news, weather, and government
information. CR3 Vltava is mixed educational and entertainment shows, and the
programming director is always looking for experts on craft or survival skills to discuss their
specialties. Another government-run shortwave transmitter in Pardubice broadcasts
patriotic fare intended for citizens in Occupied Moravia, interspersed with cryptic
transmissions that may be code or may just be intended to confuse Russian listeners.

Resigned complaints about the government monopoly are common, but at least there's no
advertising. To address the former issue, a group of amateur radio hobbyists has taken
over the defunct studios of Radio 1, a prewar alternative music station. Their low-powered
test broadcasts on 91.9 FM cover most of Prague. The government, lacking any functioning
bureaucracy for broadcast regulation, is at a collective loss as to how to deal with them.

A few numbers stations also are active on the shortwave bands, broadcasting at irregular
intervals and apparently using mobile transmitters.

No television stations are on the air yet. However, the government has announced that its
Ceske Televize will resume operations by mid-September, featuring programming similar to
that provided by CR1 and CR3.

Weapons

The massive Czechoslovakian military drawdown after the end of the Cold War left tens of
thousands of surplus weapons sitting in Czech and Slovak armories. Over the next two
decades, the Czech government sold or gave away much of this inventory to other nations -
notably Iraqg, whose reconstructed military received a healthy injection of Czech small arms
in the mid-2000s. Still, when the time came to arm militia forces in 2012, enough reserve
weapons were available to bring the volunteers up to the same standard of personal
armament as the regular ACR.

On the civilian front, Communist-era Czechoslovakian weapons laws were as restrictive as
those in the rest of the Warsaw Pact. Czech independence led to a gradual relaxation of
such restrictions. By the early 21st century, private citizens could obtain licenses for most
small arms, though fully automatic weapons remained largely restricted to the private
security industry. At the outbreak of the Twilight War, civilian firearm ownership remained
uncommon, with slightly less than 3% of the population licensed and an average of two
guns per licensee.

The hazards of life in 2013 have led to a sharp uptick in weapon possession - and, thanks
to the Last Year's military actions, a corresponding increase in general availability. An
estimated half of Czech households have at least one small arm. The government is torn on
whether this is an internal security problem (especially in light of the Czech Resistance's
advocacy of an armed population) or a hedge against additional invasions. From a practical
standpoint, outside Prague, enforcement of weapons laws occurs only if the authorities need
an excuse to arrest someone suspected of other misbehavior. Support weapons are a
different matter, as the ACR tends to confiscate them from anyone unable to prove service
in an allied military.

In Russian-controlled territory, matters are a bit different. Both the Temelin garrison and
the CGF view possession of weapons as implicit involvement with partisans. This isn't to
say no weapons exist outside military control - just that they're better hidden. As a
practical matter, troops around Temelin are willing to overlook farmers' shotguns and rifles
unless they've taken sniper fire in the area recently. The CGF is much less permissive.
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Currently, demand for armament outstrips supply. Military weapons are easier to obtain
than civilian ones due to overall production volume, though they're not always the easiest to
use (see Ammunition, following). No mass production is occurring, though the CGF is trying
to put the CZ Uhersky Brod facility back into operation. Support weapons are vanishingly
rare.

Ammunition

Despite being a NATO member, the Czech military was armed primarily with legacy Warsaw
Pact equipment. When the Twilight War began, the ACR was still consuming its stockpiles
of Cold War-era ammunition, along with limited new production from the ZVI and Sellier &
Bellot factories. The destruction of both these plants in 2012 caused a critical ammunition
shortage for Czech forces, one which has yet to be resolved. The Russian troops occupying
Czech territory are in a similar situation due to the length of their supply lines. For NATO
units in the theatre, the situation is just as bad, if not worse, and many have acquired
Czech or Russian arms as hedges against the inevitable exhaustion of their own stores.

In 2013, small arms ammunition is not quite worth its weight in gold, but it's close. Few
military units have the supply necessary to send troops into the field with a full prewar basic
load. Anyone entering the country with a large supply of military-caliber ammo can expect
very generous offers from multiple parties. Oddly enough, any unclaimed quantity of
ammunition in excess of a few hundred rounds is likely to be in a civilian caliber. S&B
employees managed to clean out the company's main shipping center before its destruction
and subsequently traded the takings across the country.

Heavy weapons ammunition is even more scarce, with the mere rumor of an undiscovered
stockpile being enough for most commanders to send a reconnaissance mission. As far as
guided weapons go, the few remaining ATGMS and SAMs have been consolidated in the
hands of units guarding the most absolutely critical sites.

No large-scale production of new ammo is happening yet. Various rumors cite different
locations near Prague for a secret ACR project to open a new factory, but this is likely
nothing more than wishful thinking. It's widely believed that the Central Group of Forces is
trying to put the ZVI factory back into operation, which would have much more chance of
success than a cold start of production elsewhere.

Animals

Historically, Bohemia was a horse breeding center, particularly during the Austro-Hungarian
Empire's dominion, and several notable sport and draft breeds originated there. Equestrian
sports remained popular into the 21st century. At the outbreak of the Twilight War, some
25,000 horses were registered in the Czech Republic. An estimated half to a third of these
survive in 2013, mostly west of Prague. Their value is now incalculable and horse theft is a
capital offense in farming communities. A few Zizka Brigade companies have experimented
with traditional cavalry operations but no other military force uses horses for more than
scouting and courier work. Generally, Czech horses are more valuable for farm work.

Other large domestic animals are in shorter supply, as Czech farming was almost wholly
industrialized by the turn of the millennium. Cattle farms are transitioning to raising oxen
as draft animals, albeit with varying degrees of initial success.

Food

At the beginning of the 21st century, the Czech Republic was a net food exporter, even as
the overall percentage of the population involved in agricultural production declined. The
2009 European crop crisis and gloomy climatological predictions spurred the Czech
government to make massive investments in protecting and expanding the nation's overall
agricultural capability. The resulting National Agricultural Initiative yielded some
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spectacular failures (which the international news media eagerly seized, making largely
unfair comparisons to Cambodia) and few correspondingly spectacular successes. Its
publicity did have the somewhat-unintended result of making at least basic farming
information available to the nation at large. This, combined with aggressive expansions of
land management authorities and the infrastructure necessary for industrialized farming,
made the Czech Republic one of the few European nations that didn't see mass famine
between 2011 and 2013. While the average Czech citizen's caloric intake is nearly 30%
lower than it was before the Last Year, few people can be said to be truly starving. The
western regions of the country even have enough surplus agricultural capacity to grow crops
for fuel production (see Fuel, following).

What no one discusses openly is that this is unlikely to be sustainable. While the
percentage of Czechs involved in food production is up, crop yields per unit of land area are
down much farther. Industrialized farming depends on chemicals (fertilizers, herbicides,
veterinary medicines), spare parts for equipment, and large-scale methods of processing,
storing, and transporting the final products. None of these are resources that are in great
supply in 2013. Forecasters in the Ministry of Agriculture fear that the nation's farming
efficiency is about to drop off a statistical cliff, with terminal consequences for the
population. Without solutions, the government's prewar foresight may have only deferred,
rather than prevented, this particular disaster. Awareness of this big picture isn't yet
widespread, and the government is terrified of the panic that will ensue when the news
breaks. Reports from the CGF's territory indicate that the first waves of farm failures
already are hitting, thanks to the Russians' hands-off approach to local agriculture and
failure to maintain the prewar infrastructures.

GM Hint: Feast or Famine

Okay, let's be honest. Food shortages are an inevitable part of any large-scale breakdown
of an industrialized society, but they aren't the most enjoyable part of a post-apocalyptic
game. Even solving agricultural problems is not exciting roleplaying material. Players are
unlikely to enjoy session after session of Vermin & Vegetables.

This is written as an element of the setting you can tune to fit your group's preferences.
The Czech Republic of mid-2013 is one in which the PCs can concentrate on concerns other
than starvation. The impending farm crash can be averted, but only with the sort of major
effort that tends to pull in small, competent groups with a penchant for unconventional
solutions - like, say, most PC teams. Unless your group loaded up on the Agriculture and
Animal Husbandry skills, farm management is unlikely to be their thing. Instead, play to
their strengths while still letting them make a difference in this crisis. Send them to sneak
into enemy territory to recover an industrial chemist who can help reopen a fertilizer plant,
or to survey a neighboring country for meteorological and agricultural reconnaissance. If
you have a good collection of Twilight: 2000 modules, try adapting the objective of
Satellite Down to a location in Occupied Moravia or Slovakia.

Fuel

The 2012 nationalization of fuel production (see sidebar) has heavily restricted the supply of
fuel on the civilian market. A few small independent biofuel manufacturers remain
operational, but the majority of production goes into government tank farms in and around
Prague. The only legal way for an independent party to tap this reserve is to register as a
provider of mission-critical transportation or services. The Czech government's definition of
"mission-critical" doesn't include much outside its own agencies, save for the shipping
companies that move food around the country and a few freelance medical services.
Profiteering by selling fuel rations is illegal. Private possession of fuel isn't illegal in and of
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itself, but anyone rolling up to Prague in a functioning motor vehicle can expect to face
some pointed questions from the PCR about the provenance of his petrol.

No Czech oil refineries remain in operation. The facilities at Litvinov and Pardubice appear
to be repairable but the government isn't willing to invest the time and effort until it has a
ready supply of crude oil. With the country's only major oil fields located in Russian-
controlled territory near the Czech-Slovak-Austrian border, this is unlikely to happen in the
near future. This area is a hotbed of partisan activity, which, along with existing mutual
tension, has prevented both the Central Group of Forces and the 58th Army from exploiting
the wells.

Biodiesel manufacturing is in considerably better shape. The country was a prewar leader in
EU biofuel research and per capita production. However, the numbers were relative even at
their peak, with biodiesel only representing about 6% of the nation's total diesel fuel
consumption. The Czech government controls working biodiesel plants at Dobrovice and
Kolin, while the CGF holds facilities at Olomouc and Kojetin. In addition, an independent
militia group has taken control of the town of Polna and claims to have the local production
plant online. A handful of farming communities have smaller-scale production capacity,
though most of this goes back into farm machinery. Many farms, both privately-owned and
nationalized, now grow rapeseed (a dual-use crop providing both animal fodder and
biodiesel-worthy oil).

Despite the legendary Czech brewing industry, very little production of ethanol or methanol
fuel is occurring in 2013. The main consumer of a gasoline replacement would be
passenger vehicles, as most heavy transport runs on diesel fuel. Furthermore, the relative
inefficiency of alcohol compared to biodiesel makes the latter a much more appealing option
for both farmers and fuel producers. On the other hand, alcohol fuels have the advantage
of not needing specialized chemicals for their production, and both Czechs and Russians are
looking at alternate uses for now-idle breweries. On... another hand, the impending
agricultural crash (see Food, immediately previous) may invalidate all such plans very
soon...

The Specter of Nationalization

One of the Czech government's least-popular policies was the nationalization of certain
industries in 2012. These included fuel and energy production, radio and television
broadcasting, most military manufacturing, any unsuccessful agricultural operation, and a
lot of useful or abandoned real estate. For older Czechs, this was uncomfortably close to
former communist policies. However, the fact that most of these industries remain at least
semi-functional is a testament to the brutal success of the emergency measures.

As described in the main body of the text, this makes certain supplies very difficult for
people outside the Czech government or military to acquire. Conversely, individuals who
are either regular or contract employees of the government will have access to such
supplies if they're mission-critical. GMs should feel free to use this as a plot device or a
brake on excessive player ambitions.

Government and Law

The Czech government and military "control" - in other words, can effectively project power
over — about 55% of the country's prewar land area. Russian forces hold a chunk of the
southern border region with Austria, as well as much of the former Czech-Slovak and
Czech-Polish borders. East-central Czech territory exists outside the aegis of any civil or
military government above the local level, with power devolving to local partisans, bandits,
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or well-armed citizens. Still, it's in a lot better shape than many other places in the Europe
of 2013.

From a constitutional perspective, the nation has a parliamentary system. The citizens elect
members of both houses of Parliament (the Senate and the Chamber of Deputies), who in
turn elect the President. The President serves as the ceremonial head of state, but most
daily power rests in the hands of his appointed Prime Minister and other cabinet members.

A slight majority of the Czech government survived the events of 2010-2013, giving the
nation some degree of continuity. As of mid-2013, 44 of the Senate's 81 seats and 132 of
the 200 in the Chamber of Deputies are filled. This lack of a quorum gives an unusual
amount of leverage to the Prime Minister — and to the President, whose office has assumed
an unprecedented degree of actual power over the past year. While most citizens are more
concerned with daily survival than constitutional propriety, a growing movement is agitating
for immediate elections to fill the vacant seats. Many advocates of this course of action
tend to gloss over the fact that several of the empty positions represent constituencies that
are depopulated or under Russian military governance. Still, most Czechs are fervent
advocates of democracy and the nation may be one of the few remaining in Central Europe
whose government and citizens remain organized enough to have politics, much less
political arguments.

Prewar Czech politics featured more than 20 political parties, though the government was
(and still is) dominated by four: the center-right Civic Democratic Party (ODS), the
conservative Christian and Democratic Union (KDU-CSL), the leftist Czech Social Democratic
Party (CSSD), and the Communist Party of Bohemia and Moravia (KSCM). The latter often
provided a swing vote, enjoying 12-15% of popular support but allied with no multi-party
coalition. It's a surprise to some observers that the KSCM not only fears and loathes the
Russian Federation but has aligned itself with the current Czech ruling coalition. Several
emergency measures, including nationalization of vital industries, passed only with the
KSCM's votes. The rest of the government isn't sure how to feel about this.

From a practical day-to-day perspective, it's worth noting that the regular Czech military is
firmly under civilian command authority (though some militia units are a different story
indeed). Most local officials, particularly within a hundred kilometers or so of Prague, also
consider themselves part of a functioning national bureaucracy. Petty corruption is fairly
widespread - which is not a massive change from the immediate prewar years - but overt
abuse of power somehow remains rare.

Crime and Punishment

The primary law enforcement agency in 2013 is the Policie Ceske Republiky, the Czech
national police force, which is subordinate to the Ministry of the Interior. The PCR, staffed
with 48,000 sworn officers, was the only prewar agency with full investigative and arrest
authority. While many municipalities had their own police departments, these were limited
to traffic enforcement and maintaining public order. The PCR subsumed all such surviving
forces in September 2012.

The Czech Republic's prewar legal code was similar to that of most western nations. Of
particular note: firearm laws were relatively permissive (see Weapons, p. XX); capital
punishment was constitutionally forbidden; prostitution was legal (albeit not recognized as
legitimate employment); same-sex domestic partnerships were effectively equal to
marriage; and small personal quantities of most drugs were legal. Most constitutional law
was governed by the Charter of Fundamental Rights and Basic Freedoms, a document
roughly analogous to the American Bill of Rights.

In 2013, few laws have changed, but their practical observation and enforcement is radically
different. The prewar legal system is in effect throughout the government's sphere of
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influence, though sentences tend to be harsh and often involve hard labor on government-
run reconstruction or salvage projects. The PCR concentrates its limited resources on
issues that immediately threaten public safety. In rural communities, PCR detachments
serve mainly to keep peace between residents and to liaise with the ACR. Weapon laws are
rarely enforced for small arms unless the weapons in question see use against Czech
citizens. Property crimes see investigation only if the property in question is critical to the
community as a whole. While the death penalty officially remains off the books, the
prevalence of military-grade weapons leads to many suspects being shot resisting arrest.
In rural areas, militias and armed citizens outnumber the authorities, and the latter often
look the other way if the locals take care of their own problems.

The Pribram Agreement

The Pribram Agreement is the single greatest source of the Czech Republic's current internal
struggles - and the reason it still exists as a nation today. Anyone living in the Czech
Republic of 2013 has an opinion on the Agreement, and it's likely a strong one. The
Agreement is arguably the most controversial document in the nation's history. Although its
text is a matter of public record, the circumstances that brought the signatories to the
negotiating table are less clear.

Common Knowledge

The preliminary discussions that led to the Agreement began in early 2013, around the time
Russian troops captured Nuclear Power Station Temelin. The main participants in this
communication were the Czech government and military, the Russian 58th Army, and what
would later become the Central Group of Forces. Some reports give the Slovak
government-in-exile a hand in this diplomacy as well.

In late March, Czech and Russian representatives met in the city of Pribram, midway
between Prague and Temelin. The newly-elected President Marek Svorada was the lead
Czech representative and signatory for the negotiations. The Russians' primary negotiators
were Colonel Vitaly Glebov and Major Feliks Yakov — commanders of the 58th Army's Task
Group Temelin. The most senior representative of the Russian forces at Prague was a
recently-promoted infantry captain, despite the fact that the two flag-grade officers
commanding the siege were within easy travel distance of Pribram. The Slovak
government-in-exile's Minister of Foreign Affairs was present as an observer but his
signature does not appear on the Agreement.

Following the document's signing, the Czech Parliament met in a closed session. The
Agreement was ratified on March 30. Its opponents claim procedural irregularities,
including the lack of a quorum in either house.

Historical Context: Pribram

The choice of this former mining town as the site for cease-fire negotiations may have been
more than a matter of geographic convenience. At the close of World War II, the last
fighting on Czechoslovakian soil reportedly took place here, pitting local citizens against
German occupation forces as American and Soviet troops converged from opposite
directions. During the 1950s, the city's uranium mines were staffed by political prisoners,
and Pribram later became a focal point for resistance to the Soviet invasion during
Operation Danube.

The Specifics

The Pribram Agreement isn't a treaty in the strict sense of international law. Although
Czech government ratified it, no Russian government has done so. Thus, it's a cease-fire
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agreement between the Czech government and the Russian military — albeit one with some
unusual provisions.

Article One of the Agreement sets forth the basic cease-fire conditions, including the
acknowledged borders for the Temelin and Moravia Zones of Control (Pasmu s Kontrolnim -
PK). Czech military personnel may not enter the PKs, nor may Russian troops exit them,
without adhering to specific requirements for total force size, routes of travel, and
permission from the opposite side. In practice, both sides regularly violate this article.
Around Temelin, a gentlemen's agreement exists to overlook reconnaissance incursions so
long as no shooting occurs. The Moravia Zone of Control is more of a problem for the
Czechs: patrols from the CGF regularly cross the official line, the ACR lacks the manpower
to effectively secure the central part of the country against this activity, and neither side is
interested in gentlemanly conduct.

Article Two dictates the humanitarian obligations of Russian occupation forces to Czech
citizens within territory they hold, specifically reaffirming the provisions of the Hague and
Geneva Conventions with respect to civilian populations during time of war. It's one of the
Agreement's more incendiary conditions for Czechs, as it allows the Russians to maintain
martial law, rather than Russian or Czech civil law. This article also sets forth conditions for
Czech inspection of Russian-held territory to ensure compliance. So far, Task Group
Temelin has followed this provision but the CGF has not.

Article Three forbids Russian possession of nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons on
Czech soil. The CGF's compliance with this article is a matter of constant concern for the
ACR.

Article Four guarantees Russian access to Prague for the purposes of trade and diplomacy,
subject to such restrictions as the city's security forces impose on all other outside visitors.
This concession includes access to a segment of the port facilities, though few parties
involved in river travel are willing to deal with the Russians. The 58th Army takes
advantage of this article to send parties to Prague on a regular basis, but CGF personnel are
a rare sight.

Article Five sets forth a minimum amount of Nuclear Power Station Temelin's output that
the Russian occupation force must make available to the Czech Republic. It also establishes
the Czech government's reciprocal responsibilities — food and specialized equipment as
necessary — to the force occupying the facility.

Article Six limits the Agreement's effects to a term of one year and sets forth the
conditions for its renewal.

Irregularities

The Pribram Agreement raises a number of questions. First among these is why the
Russians agreed to negotiate in the first place. In early 2013, the correlation of forces
around Prague was entirely in the invaders' favor. While they lacked the troop strength to
pacify the entire country, it was wholly within their capacity to crush Prague and with it the
ACR and the Czech government. Speculation ranges from Russian factional disputes to
secret external influence (Germany and America being favorite intercessors) to the
prophesied return of legendary Saint Wenceslaus.

Events within the Russian forces during and immediately after the Agreement's signing are
another mystery. The troops besieging Prague sent only junior officers, individuals whose
rank and experience normally would exclude them from such proceedings. They did bear
accreditation entitling them to act in the name of the siege's commanders. However, the
Czech intelligence services can find no trace of their existence after the Russian withdrawal
from Prague. Yet more questions surround the rapid Russian descent into factional
infighting during that withdrawal, as well as the equally sudden formation of the Central
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Group of Forces. Some sources point to a possible mutiny within the 201st Motor Rifle
Division, the CGF's lead unit in Occupied Moravia, but most of the CGF's senior officers from
before that time have maintained their ranks and positions.

The CGF's current adherence to the Agreement is, at best, idiosyncratic. CGF forces violate
Article One on a daily basis, but all major permanent bases are within the Agreement's
defined lines. Article Two has fallen by the wayside, but the CGF's insistence that its
subjects are now Russian citizens prevents at least the worst atrocities. Czech intelligence
services are fairly certain the CGF retains at least chemical weapons, a violation of Article
Three. Yet the CGF maintains a tiny token embassy in Prague and has not actually renewed
open warfare against the Czech Republic. The common belief is that the CGF is willing to
play along while it rebuilds its force strength but intends to strike as soon as it feels it has a
decided advantage. Most Czechs expect 2014 to bring another offensive from the east, or
sooner if the British 1st Armoured Division pulls out of the country.

Design Note: The Pribram Agreement
Yes, we know what really happened to bring everyone to the table.
No, we're not going to reveal it here and now.

Yes, this is license for GMs to get into some serious conspiracy storylines.

The People

Demographically, the Czech Republic is overwhelmingly Czech, descendants of the western
Slavic tribes native to Bohemia, Moravia, and Silesia. The most common other ethnicities in
the country before the Twilight War were Ukrainian, Slovak, Polish, German, and
Vietnamese - though in 2013, Russians are certainly visible. The country also had a large,
if amorphous, Romani population.

Customs and Stereotypes

National and ethnic identity are touchy subjects for a roleplaying sourcebook. The following
points aren't universally applicable to Czechs, nor are they mandatory points of
characterization for players who are roleplaying Czech PCs. Rather, they're a condensation
of various views (both Czechs' and outsiders') of stereotypical or archetypal Czech traits.

On Image

Some observers view Czechs as dour, a reputation that Czechs themselves tend to dismiss.
Overall, they're not publicly demonstrative of strong emotion; for example, smiling as a
social greeting is not a Czech cultural meme. Because of this national poker face, Czechs
can appear reserved, standoffish, and formal when not dealing with their intimates.
Particularly in business dealings, Czechs like to know who they're dealing with.
Introductions from mutual acquaintances tend to build credibility, as does a well-established
reputation that's easy to check out.

On Humor

Shortly before the Twilight War, CT's viewers voted Jara Cimrman the greatest Czech ever.
Cimrman, alas, is an entirely fictional scientist, artist, detective, statesman, and sportsman,
conceived in the 1960s as a caricature of the ideal Czech. His popularity persists today;
plays based on his exploits are among the most common theatre productions in 2013. Until
the GRU figured out the joke, he also was wanted in Occupied Moravia as a notorious
partisan leader, and the Czech Resistance still invokes his name when dealing with
unsuspecting foreigners.
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Czech wit is dry, dark, and subtle, laced with irony and a healthy lack of respect for
authority. Very little is sacred. Some of the nation's most celebrated authors and artists
were satirists.

On Prejudices

Despite Western influence and internal reforms, many former Communist power players
adapted to the new political scene and remained in place after the Velvet Revolution. This,
combined with backlash against unregulated business excesses in the early 1990s, branded
independent economic development with a cultural stigma. Self-described entrepreneurs
often are regarded with a slight mistrust, as if they're likely to offer their sisters or part of
the Brno oceanfront for sale. This prejudice is fading in Prague, where necessity has
compelled many survivors to reinvent themselves, but remains in place elsewhere.

Prague, home to nearly 20% of the total national population before the Twilight War,
sometimes held itself apart from the rest of the nation. While tensions were never
pronounced (except around major sporting events), low-level friction often characterized
relations between Praguers and other Czechs. Today, an equivalent divide exists between
Praguers who stayed in their city during the Siege of Prague and those who fled and later
returned.

The greatest example of racism in the Czech Republic is the national attitude toward the
Roma. Most native Czech Roma died in Nazi purges during World War II; later migrations
into the country came from Romanian and Slovak territory. Modern Roma were a
stigmatized minority before the Twilight War. Their popular image was one of criminality,
sloth, and refusal to assimilate, and social programs to accommodate or assist them were
highly controversial. Roma visibility sharply declined over the Last Year, which is largely
viewed as a blessing best not examined too closely.

Linguistics

The official and primary mother tongue of the Czech Republic is, unsurprisingly, Czech. A
slight majority of Czechs speak a second language. For younger citizens, this is likely to be
English, which has been taught since 1990; for older ones, German is a common choice.
Older Czechs may also know Russian thanks to Cold War influences on the country's
educational system, but it's not always socially acceptable to admit fluency. Czech is closely
related to Slovak and Polish, both of which have large concentrations of native speakers
near the corresponding national borders.

Faith

In light of the Czechs' long history of religious turmoil, it's either surprising or expected -
depending on the observer - that the Republic is one of the least-religious countries in the
world. Less than 30% of Czechs professed faith in the 2000s, with most of these being
Roman Catholic. In 2013, organized religion has neither gained nor lost ground. Most
Czechs politely ignore the question and, if pressed, state that they have more urgent
concerns in this world. Despite this, many Czech national holidays are based on Christian
ones (largely out of tradition).

Holidays

Even (or perhaps especially) after the end of the world, people will take any excuse to
celebrate. The following are major Czech holidays:

January 1/New Year's Day/Recovery of Independence: In addition to being New
Year's Day, January 1 is the anniversary of the Velvet Divorce.

Easter: Czech observances begin on the traditional Sunday following the first full moon
after the vernal equinox and continue on the following Monday.
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April 30/Witches' Night: The Czech equivalent of the American Halloween is a modern
adaptation of a previous Christian appropriation of the pagan Beltane. It typically involves
bonfires and, depending on local sensibilities, either symbolic burning of witch figurines (to
end winter and the power it gives the witches) or celebration centered on the witches
themselves.

May 1/May Day/Labour Day: Still celebrated despite the old Communist regime's
compulsory parades, but only die-hard socialists and communists make a point of it.

May 8/Liberation Day: The European anniversary of the end of World War Il is, for
Czechs, the day Allied forces liberated Czechoslovakia. The 2012 and 2013 celebrations
strongly downplayed the Soviet role in events.

July 5 & 6: July 5 is the Czech feast day for Saints Cyril and Methodius, the missionaries
who introduced Christianity and a unified written language to the Slavic tribes. The
following day commemorates the 1415 immolation of Jan Hus, which launched the Hussite
Wars.

September 28/Saint Wenceslaus' Day: The feast day of the Czechs' patron saint is less
of a religious holiday now, given the Czech tendency toward atheism, but it's been
appropriated as a celebration of Czech statehood and a day to commemorate those who've
made contributions to the nation.

November 17 /Freedom and Democracy Day: This holiday marks the anniversary of a
student demonstration against Nazi occupation in 1939 - and the subsequent student
celebration of it in 1989 that became a protest against Soviet occupation and sparked the
Velvet Revolution.

October 28/Czechoslovakian Independence Day: Despite Czechoslovakia's non-
existence, Czechs continue to recognize its founding as an important step toward their
current autonomy.

December 24-26/Christmas: Czech Christmas celebrations traditionally take place on the
night of December 24, with various observances continuing through St. Stephen's Day on
the 26th.

Foodways — What's on the Dinner Table?

Czech staple crops include potatoes, beets, wheat, cabbage, and fruit. The prewar Czech
population was one of the world's greatest per capita meat consumers - a statistic fallen
victim to the Last Year, though most Czechs still manage at least a small daily serving of
animal protein. Pork products are in the majority, despite the short-lived Swine Rebellion (a
brief panic in autumn 2012 in which uninformed citizens attempted to wipe out pig farms for
fear of swine flu, mostly running afoul of better-armed pig farmers and local militias).
Poultry, particularly chicken, is common too. River carp and trout, formerly holiday treats,
are increasing in year-round consumption (many villages founded in the Middle Ages were
built around small lakes for the purpose of local aquaculture). The small beef industry is all
but gone; steak is now the pinnacle of luxury food. Wild game, sparse by mid-2013, is
predominantly wild boar (or feral swine), deer, and pheasant. All food tends to be mildly
spiced, though heavy on the salt.

Some typical Czech fare — where all ingredients are available, of course - includes:
e roast pork or duck with knedliky and sauerkraut

e fried pork fillet or roast chicken with potatoes

e beef tenderloin in cream sauce with dumplings

e sausage, always sausage, and a bewildering array of other fine swine dining
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e polevka (soup) made from cabbage, tripe, lentils, or beans
e kulajda (mushroom and potato soup with hard-boiled eggs)

e knedliky (boiled dumplings, a universal side dish); ovocne knedliky (fruit dumplings) are a
common dessert

e knedlikem (the regional variant of goulash)
e smazeny syr (a slice of cheese, coated in egg and bread crumbs and fried)
e bramboraky (heavily-spiced potato pancakes)

e palacinky (crepes, rolled around meat or cheese as a meal or cream cheese or fruit
preserves for dessert; in the latter mode, sometimes still served with ice cream in Prague)

Czechs were among the world's heaviest drinkers and the greatest annual consumers of
beer (pivo) — over 150 liters per citizen and 99% of it domestic production. Virtually every
town of note had a local brewery or microbrewery. Though beer isn't what most prewar
observers considered an obvious survival necessity, Czech farmers continue to grow hops.
After all, in the absence of water purification plants, beer is a safer alternative to drinking
water (that's the rationale, anyway). Less common beverages include wine (mostly from
southern Moravia or the Elbe River basin), vodka, slivovice (plum brandy), and borovicka
(the harsh local gin, 50-70% alcohol and made from juniper berries). The latter two are the
most common home-brewed beverages.
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Chapter Three: Factions and Forces

The party was in full swing at the roadhouse - really an appropriated Burger King, but it
seemed rude to point that out. I finished my turn on the bicycle-cranked generator that
was running someone's portable speakers and gladly accepted a mug of the local beer from
Svoboda, who was playing tour guide tonight. Deciding to save myself for the barbecue
that was coming up, I waved away a slab of deep-fried cheese.

The beer was surprisingly good and I was about to ask about the local brand name when
the doors swung open. Everyone turned to look as a half-dozen armed men in Czech-
pattern camouflage sauntered in. The troops with us bristled like a room full of cats
confronted with a pack of terriers. With cliched dramatic timing, the music faded and the
lights dimmed as Master Sergeant Dzmura spun to a halt on the bike.

Svoboda swiveled sideways in the booth and quietly unsnapped the flap on his holster. I
leaned across the table to him. "Radek, what is this? Those guys look ACR too."

He answered without taking his eyes off the new arrivals. "No rank, no flags. See the
crowned eagle patches? Not Army. Czech Resistance. Stopped obeying orders after
Pribram."

"Resistance? Dude, I've seen occupied territory and this ain't it. What do they think they're
resisting?"

He shrugged. "Yeah, that's sort of the question, isn't it?"

The shooting may have abated for the moment, but the Czech Republic of 2013 is anything
but peaceful. Large areas of the country remain under Russian dominion, former allies are
testing the remaining borders, and a major rift is developing within both the government
and the citizenry at large. The country still has the capability to pull itself up by its
bootstraps and reassert itself as a regional power — but not if the energy necessary for such
an effort is wasted on internal disputes or a resumption of the Twilight War. This chapter
examines both the major and minor power blocs within the Czech Republic.

Czech Republic

Unsurprisingly, the single largest power bloc in the postwar Czech Republic is the central
Czech government and military, along with the citizens who at least nominally support their
elected and appointed leaders. Although the nation has lost almost 20% of its prewar
territory and over half its population, what remains is still a significant unified power in the
Europe of 2013. Whether it can remain unified or powerful will be determined over the next
few years - if not sooner.

As it was for a millennium before the Twilight War, Prague is the nation's political and
economic heart. It also lies on a rough dividing line between two areas that suffered
significantly different effects from the war. West of Prague, most communities were subject
to the Russian EMP attacks in late 2011 but subsequently saw no major military action.
Population centers east of Prague were out of the EMP's radius of effect, but most suffered
some level of fighting during the Russian invasion. This pronounced demarcation and its
effects on each region's current survival and reconstruction needs are the source of many of
the nation's current internal political disputes.

Agendas

The Czech Republic's foremost priorities are to maintain its existence as a sovereign nation
and to avoid losing any more citizens to the privations of the Twilight War's aftermath.
Unfortunately, these goals are in conflict more than a casual observer might expect. The
Army of the Czech Republic has accomplished as much consolidation and refitting as it can
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with the resources still available to it. However, even with support from locally-based allied
troops, is unlikely to withstand a coordinated assault by more than one major enemy. Any
further military buildup must come at the expense of recovery in the industrial and
agricultural sectors, both of which are essential for short-term survival and mid- to long-
term economic restoration.

In addition to the external dangers of two Russian occupation forces and a potential German
land grab, the Czech Republic also faces a grave internal threat in the Czech Resistance
movement (see following). An irony not lost upon many government officials is the fact
that the Resistance is a problem of the government's own making, having grown out of
prewar preparations for the Russian invasion. Reconciliation with the Resistance is a major
goal for the government, but the Resistance's lack of a centralized structure makes serious
negotiations akin to arm-wrestling a snake.

The Czech government also needs to resolve a constitutional crisis if it is to retain its
citizens' confidence. The Russian invasion and subsequent Siege of Prague forestalled the
normal 2012 election cycle. Many current officials, including the president and prime
minister, now remain in office past their legal term limits. With a significant portion of the
electorate dead or behind Russian lines, simply figuring out how to reapportion
parliamentary seats is a major undertaking — not to mention the logistical problems of
organizing a national election.

Assets

Diminished though it is, the Czech central government still at least nominally controls the
lion's share of Czech land and population. In an unpopular move, albeit one generally seen
as necessary, the government nationalized several industries when civilian attrition or
malfeasance proved insufficient to the demands of the Last Year. These include power
generation, television broadcasting, most defense-related manufacturing, and some failing
food production and distribution operations, as well as a large amount of heavy
transportation. These variously remain under the control of the Ministries of Industry and
Trade, Transport, Agriculture, and Defense.

Thanks to an aggressive program of military reform since the end of the Cold War, the
Czech military was thoroughly subordinated to civilian authority by the Twilight War's
outbreak. For the most part, this held, and all but scattered elements of the surviving
regular and reserve forces remain loyal to civilian authority. This is not the case with the
Zizka Brigade militia units, though a few companies (mostly in the western areas of the
country) are still reporting to ACR command authorities. From a practical perspective, the
ACR can augment its strength with allied British and Slovak forces, though these units are
not legally bound to obey Czech orders. The UZSI, BIS, and PCR also remain under
government control.

Finally, the Czech Republic retains Prague and the surrounding lands. This is almost as
important symbolically as it is strategically. As the heart of the nation and one of the least-
touched major cities in Central Europe, Prague is rapidly regaining its historical status as a
focal point for political, espionage, and economic efforts whose scope extends far beyond
Czech borders.

Leadership

Although disease, hunger, and war killed many individuals, a robust continuity plan enabled
the Czech government to continue functioning to the present day. The current president
and head of state is Marek Svorada, the former Minister of Industry and Trade, who was
elected to the position after a heart attack felled the previous holder of the office. The
prime minister and head of the Czech government is Gabriele Kasparkova, former Minister
of Justice and one of Svorada's long-time political allies.
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External Relations

Czech Resistance: The lack of a unified face leads many citizens and some junior
government functionaries to dismiss the Resistance. However, the upper echelons of the
government and ACR take it very seriously indeed, and no few strategy meetings focus on
how to bring it under control without igniting a civil war. Of particular concern are BIS
reports that external powers may be provoking the Resistance into its more extreme
actions.

Central Group of Forces: The Czechs know their history. No one believes that the new
name of the Russian military command occupying Slovakia and the eastern Czech Republic
is anything but a naked threat. Of all the threats to the nation's survival, most Czechs see
the CGF as the most dangerous. Its use of weapons of mass destruction during the Last
Year only reinforces its status and the ACR expects a resumption of hostilities within the
next 12 months.

Task Group Temelin: Since January, the Russians at Temelin have had a knife at the
nation's throat. Their hesitation to press this advantage keeps a lot of Czech generals and
politicians awake at night. If not for the Pribram Agreement and a few intelligence reports
suggesting that the 19th Motor Rifle Division's loyalties are strained, Task Group Temelin
would look much more dangerous.

Former United Kingdom: Czech-UK relations were amiable throughout the early 21st
century, with the Munich Dictate forgotten by all but a few old and bitter soldiers. Any
remaining debts were paid when the British government sidestepped its claim of neutrality
in the European conflict to effectively double Czech troop strength. Today, any British
soldier or citizen in the Czech Republic is assured of at least a beer and a hot meal. The
UK's disintegration provided some political headaches for Czech diplomats, but the Prague
embassy does now represent the legitimate successor to the UK's government. Relations
between the Republic and the Kingdom are amiable, with transportation difficulties being
the main obstacle to mutual reconstruction assistance.

Free Slovakia: On both political and cultural levels, the Czech and Slovak populations have
been intertwined for centuries. The Czech government's current official stance is that no
resources currently are available to expel the CGF from Slovakia, but the situation is strictly
temporary and will eventually be remedied. The surviving Free Slovak government-in-exile
has full diplomatic recognition and relations between Czech citizens and Slovak refugees are
generally good.

Czech Resistance

It's perhaps inaccurate to label the Czech Resistance a unified faction within the Czech
Republic of 2013. It's more a mindset shared by several smaller groups with different
specific structures and agendas: the belief that the national government and military have
sold out their citizens to the Russians and are reverting to a totalitarian outlook. The
Resistance's common principle is that no Czech (or Bohemian or Moravian or Silesian) is
free as long as a single square meter of land is pinned under a foreign boot or a single
worker labors in a nationalized industry.

Were its efforts concentrated solely against the Russian invasion forces, the Czech
Resistance would not be so much of a threat to the survival of the nation in whose name it
acts (though Resistance operations constantly threaten to provoke the Russians to repudiate
the Pribram Agreement). Unfortunately, several sub-factions within the Resistance are
convinced that the current government has brokered deals with Russia or other parties that
go beyond mere cease-fires. Operating under these assumptions, the Resistance has
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turned a disturbingly large part of its propaganda and intelligence efforts against that same
government.

The Resistance has three main power bases. The first is the majority of Zizka Brigade
partisans: militia troops trained to oppose the Russian invasion who refused orders from
their nominal ACR command authorities and continued independent operations after the
March cease-fire. The second is political: an opposition coalition led by a right-wing splinter
of the former Civic Democratic Party (ODS), whose members are attempting to gain control
of the government from within. The third is the most widespread, amorphous, and
potentially dangerous: a growing number of ordinary Czech citizens, many of whose homes
or families are now behind Russian lines, who have lost faith in their elected officials and the
democratic process.

Agendas

The Resistance has two main goals: expulsion of Russian (and all other foreign) troops from
Czech soil and the installation of a new government to ensure that recent events are not
repeated. Most Resistance members desire some form of national reconstruction once
these two goals are achieved, but few outside the movement's political arm are planning
that far ahead in any great detail.

To attain these goals, each of the Resistance's power bases is acting according to its own
capabilities. The Zizka Brigade cells and affiliated paramilitary groups (along with a handful
of regular ACR units that mutinied after Pribram) are conducting ongoing operations against
both the Temelin garrison and the Central Group of Forces, as well as channeling what little
aid they can to their counterparts in Slovakia. The former ODS is at the forefront of
demands for general elections so it can seize control of the government without violating
the Czech constitution. Its members in Parliament also consistently vote in favor of military
appropriations at the expense of any "non-essential" civil recovery programs. The general
public hasn't yet become organized or irate enough to take any mass action. However,
citizens who sympathize with the Resistance are beginning to coalesce in small
neighborhood or community groups, and the most outspoken among them will aid covert
Zizka Brigade operations if they can.

Assets

It's impossible to formulate an accurate tally of soldiers and citizens with Resistance
allegiances. From a military perspective, over half of the Zizka Brigade refused to honor the
Pribram Agreement, but no one knows how many of these militiamen are still alive, let
alone actively fighting. Best educated guesses put the total number of active Zizka
partisans around a thousand, but cells are widely scattered across the Czech Republic and
rarely gather in more than platoon strength.

Civilian sympathizers are likewise difficult to pin down. The Czech government hasn't yet
taken any active measures against dissidents who publicly express support for the
Resistance, but there's a lingering paranoia that something is in the wind. The farther from
Prague a community lies, the more likely it is that at least some residents will openly
express Resistance support or even claim membership. The notable exceptions to this are
the elected officials in Parliament, who are too visible to be dismissed or suppressed, and
the younger Prague residents who actively campaign in their favor.

This may sound like we're weaseling out of giving you hard numbers in order to let your GM
decide just how strong the Resistance is in his campaign. That's probably an accurate
assessment. The Resistance's ultimate power and actions have the potential to radically
change this setting. That's something we'd rather see you play out than dictate ourselves.

Leadership
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The Czech Resistance has no unified leadership — yet. The emergence of such a degree of
organization is among the current government's greatest fears. The Resistance's foremost
military commander is Brigadier General Radomir Hollaczek, formerly the training officer
who oversaw the formation of the Zizka Brigade. Political leadership in the emerging Czech
Autonomy Party centers on Leo Vostrak, an ODS parliamentarian from Ostrava. No
"people's Resistance leaders" have yet emerged beyond the local level.

External Relations

Czech Republic: Depending on how heavily the individual observer buys into various
conspiracy theories, Resistance opinions of the Czech government and ACR range from
"sadly misguided" to "actively treasonous." Most ordinary citizens without Resistance
sympathies just haven't seen enough of the truth yet - not that it's their fault, given the
demands of daily survival. National loyalties are still strong enough that few Resistance-
affiliated groups are willing to act directly against their countrymen yet, but more and more
are at least considering the option. To steal a phrase, it may be necessary to destroy the
Czech Republic in order to save it.

Russian Occupation Forces: Most of the Resistance sees no functional difference between
the Central Group of Forces and Task Group Temelin. Both are foreign invaders — worse,
the spiritual successors of the Cold War-era Communist occupiers. They may go outside
Czech soil or under it, but they may not remain on it. A few dissidents point to the passivity
of the Temelin garrison as an indicator of something, but this is neither a popular nor safe
opinion.

Former United Kingdom: No one in the Czech Resistance (except for a few dedicated
isolationists who view the UK as an American puppet state) has a problem with the UK's
previous or ongoing military contributions. The Resistance's concern is that the larger and
more powerful Kingdom of England may see the Czech Republic as a source of recovery
resources that it can squeeze dry and discard - perhaps even an enticing addition to a
renewed British Empire. Of particular interest to the Resistance is the apparent tension in
Prague between the Royal diplomatic mission and military command staff.

Free Slovakia: "There, but for the grace of geography, go I." The Resistance looks upon
the Slovak refugee population with a mixture of pity and horror. Once the Czech Republic is
free of Russian invaders, restoration of Slovakia to its people will be a moral imperative.

For now, the Resistance maintains close ties to its counterparts in the occupied nation and
continues to build support among the displaced Slovaks living in Czech lands.

Symbols

The Czech Republic still uses its prewar flag: white over red, with a blue triangle at the hoist
side. As a symbol of solidarity with citizens under CGF domination, the Czech Resistance
has appropriated Moravia's historical symbols: a yellow-over-red flag or, more common on
printed propaganda, a red-and-white-checked crowned eagle on a blue shield.

Central Group of Forces

On February 26, 2012, Russian Federation forces occupying Ukraine crossed the border into
the Slovak Republic. The conquest of Slovakia took a little under three months, after which
Russian troops continued pressing westward. In mid-2013, the survivors of these units
occupy the entirety of Slovakia and most of the eastern Czech Republic. Formerly
subordinate to the Russian 2nd Army from the Volga-Ural Military District, the command
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became independent during the Siege of Prague under a new designation: Central Group of
Forces. For Russian, Czech, and Slovak observers alike, this new name remains a clear
statement of the formation's intentions where the Czech and Slovak Republics are
concerned.

In the Czech Republic, the CGF occupies all Czech territory east of a line running from the
Polish border town of Opawica to Bila Lhota, then south to the merger of the Czech, Slovak,
and Austrian borders. CGF reconnaissance patrols, salvage parties, and food and fuel raids
all range another 20 to 80 kilometers westward, into the devastated no man's land
containing the defunct Dukovany nuclear power plant and the ruins of Brno.

Agendas

It's worth pointing out that few of the men or nations that history now portrays as "evil"
actually considered themselves villains. The Central Group of Forces is a prime example of
this. The Russian commanders involved in the invasion of Slovakia and the Czech Republic
saw it as their mission to defend their country from EU economic warfare and secure the
resources necessary for Russian citizens to not only survive but thrive. In their current
position, their new mission is to bring the former Czechoslovakia back into line as a semi-
autonomous satellite state, with Czech and Slovak industrial capacity serving the
reconstruction of the Russian Federation.

The CGF functions as both an occupying force and a military government, maintaining
martial law in the territory under its sway. It's attempting to shepherd "its" citizens into
bringing their industries back up to full capacity, or as close to such as is possible in 2013.
However, an understandable lack of enthusiasm among the population has slowed these
efforts. So far, serious reprisals have been limited to a few isolated excesses among local
commanders, but the CGF's senior leadership is rapidly running out of the patience that was
never its strong suit in the first place.

Assets

The CGF is primarily a military force. Its main component units are all survivors of the
Russian invasions of Ukraine and Poland. In the Czech Republic, these include the 201st
Motor Rifle Division, the 6th Separate Tank Brigade, and the 5th Separate Motor Rifle
Brigade. The remnants of two more divisions and several smaller units are holding down
Slovakia. All told, the CGF has a core of several thousand combat troops, close to a
thousand more Ukrainian and Slovak conscripts, and an unknown number of support
personnel.

As the military government of occupied Slovakia, the CGF can draw on virtually anything or
anyone that survived the Last Year. The degree of support it's receiving from Russia is
unknown. In the Czech Republic, CGF headquarters is located in the city of Olomouc, the
former medieval capital of Moravia.

The CGF's component units are known to have used both chemical and nuclear weapons
during the Twilight War and the 201st MRD is accused of at least one biological warfare
incident. Whether or not the CGF has any such weapons remaining, the mere threat of their
renewed use is a powerful deterrent.

In addition to its military power, the CGF has its ear to the reporting chains of most of the
remaining Russian intelligence apparatus in the Czech Republic. Espionage operations,
particularly in Prague, are high-priority items for the CGF command staff and their Russian
political superiors.

Chapter Six takes a closer look at Occupied Moravia and the current status of the Central
Group of Forces in the Czech Republic.

Leadership
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The overall commander of the Central Group of Forces is General-Colonel Boris Berezovsky.
Since being promoted to command of the CGF, Berezovsky has taken to styling himself as
"Governor-General of the Czecho-Slovakian Guberniya," conveniently ignoring the fact that
the Russian Empire's original title had nothing to do with military rank. In the wake of
Berezovsky's eccentricity, daily operational control often devolves to General-Lieutenant
Semyon Nevskaja, commander of the 201st MRD.

External Relations

Czech Republic and Resistance: The remaining Czech government and military are the
foremost obstacle to completion of the Central Group of Forces' mission. Unfortunately, the
current balance of forces prevents the CGF from simply rolling westward and crushing all
resistance, as it intended to do in 2012. Russia needs Czech agricultural and industrial
capacity intact and simply depopulating the country and leveling Prague won't provide those
resources... no matter how gratifying such action might be. Ongoing "Czech Resistance"
actions against the CGF only prove that the Czech government has shifted its tactics to
insurgency, harassment, and sabotage while it rebuilds its conventional forces.

Task Group Temelin: On any given day, the CGF is on the verge of declaring the Temelin
garrison a collection of traitors and requesting permission to commence offensive operations
against it. CGF commanders believe that had the 58th Army pressed northward to Prague
rather than negotiating with the Czech government, the entire Czech Republic would now be
back under Russian control. As it is, the "Pribram Betrayal" has questionable legal standing.
Relations between the CGF and 58th Army headquarters are frosty at best, and CGF forces
have standing orders to provide no assistance to Task Group Temelin.

Former United Kingdom: The Central Group of Forces has no immediate interest in a so-
called "kingdom" a thousand kilometers away. However, the continued presence of a major
British military force allied with the Czechs is enough to give planners pause. The CGF's
strategy for dealing with 1st Armoured is simply to wait, as intelligence from Prague implies
the unit will soon be recalled to England.

Free Slovakia: As the military government of the Czecho-Slovakian Guberniya, the CGF
does not recognize any other Slovak government. Partisans within the former Slovakia are
in a state of rebellion and will be brought to heel. Slovak troops sheltering within the Czech
Republic are merely on a stay of execution.

Task Group Temelin

The Russian 58th Army, formerly based in the Caucasus Military District, was the primary
force responsible for the invasions of Romania, Hungary, and Austria in 2012. By the end of
the year, constant action had ground it down to less than half its prewar strength, and the
surviving units had settled into Austrian communities to wait out the winter. Thus, the
news in January 2013 that a rag-tag band of paratroopers had captured a working nuclear
reactor was something of a shock. The closest unit that was even nominally combat-ready
was the 19th Motor Rifle Division. Together with as much engineering support as the 58th
Army could scrape together on short notice, the 19th MRD was re-designated Task Group
Temelin and sent charging northward to secure the site before the Czechs could react.

If the capture of Temelin was unexpected, what followed stunned 58th Army commanders.
Having taken the reactor, the Russian officers on-site subsequently brought the Czech
government to the negotiating table and concluded a cease-fire agreement, leaving Russia
in possession of almost a quarter of Czech territory. True, most of that concession went to
the Central Group of Forces, but the 58th Army was admittedly tied down in Austria and in
no position to further exploit any gaps in the southern Czech border. The 19th MRD and its

Survivor's Guide to the Czech Republic Page 50 of 130




supporting units were left in place to hold the power plant and surrounding land while the
Russian generals looked forward to a return to the marvels of electricity.

As the months have worn on, though, Task Group Temelin's initial success has been all but
erased by a series of disappointments. Partisan activity throughout the Zone of Control
established by the cease-fire has derailed several efforts to restore power transmission to
Austria. Likewise, projects to restore rail transportation out of the region and bring several
industries back online have met with failure after failure. Only the unit's ongoing, if
unexpected, success on the diplomatic front has kept it in the good graces of its superiors.
Having established an uneasy peace, Task Group Temelin now provides the sole Russian line
of diplomatic communication to not only the Czech Republic but, through surviving
embassies in Prague, several other nations.

Agendas

The Temelin garrison's foremost priority now is survival. The troops here have spent more
than half of the past two years in combat operations and the relative peace and quiet of the
Temelin Zone of Control is the next best thing to paradise. Unfortunately, constant
harassment from the Czech Resistance and pressure from 58th Army HQ are wearing on the
troops. No few of the Russians at Temelin have written off their chances of ever going
home and are starting to quietly discuss other options for restarting their lives.

Assets

As previously noted, Task Group Temelin is a military force. Its primary component is the
roughly four surviving battalions of the 19th Motor Rifle Division. It also contains the
company-strength remnant of the 51st Guards Airborne Regiment that initially captured the
Temelin nuclear facility for Russia. However, the unit's greatest asset and reason for
existence is Nuclear Power Station Temelin. Chapter Five takes a closer look at the Temelin
Zone of Control and the current status of Task Group Temelin.

Leadership

The nominal commander of Task Group Temelin is Colonel Vitaly Glebov, who inherited
command of the 19th MRD after the unpleasant demises of two of his superiors. However,
Major Feliks Yakov, commander of the 51st Airborne, has what some would consider an
undue amount of influence over both the troops and the local civilian population.

External Relations

Czech Republic: Dealing with the Czech government is an intricate gamble for the officers
of Task Group Temelin. The Czechs theoretically could wipe out the 19th MRD, though
they'd pay dearly and likely would lose the reactor complex. Neither party wants such an
outcome. For the Russians, the trick is to appear strong enough to be a peer but not strong
enough to be a threat - and, if it's even possible to strike such a balance, to further develop
that relationship into something even more beneficial.

Czech Resistance: If the Resistance would simply go away and leave the Temelin garrison
alone for a few months, matters would be much simpler. Unfortunately, the persistent
efforts of a relatively small group of disaffected Czechs may push the 58th Army into
ordering action that would wreck Task Group Temelin's carefully-constructed rapport with
the Czech government.

Central Group of Forces: The Pribram Agreement ended the Siege of Prague, likely
preventing the deaths of thousands more Russian troops. If the men leading the Central
Group of Forces can't see that, they're idiots — which does seem to fit with their blind
insistence on prosecuting a war that's already over in the name of a country that's face-
down in its own grave.
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Former United Kingdom: Task Group Temelin never faced British forces in battle during
the Twilight War, so the former UK is largely an unknown. The Russians haven't yet spoken
with His Majesty's embassy, and military contact has been limited to a handful of casual
(albeit slightly tense) tavern encounters with off-duty troops in Prague.

Free Slovakia: Likewise a cipher due to lack of contact, the Slovak government and
military in exile just aren't a major issue for Task Group Temelin. A few Slovak refugees
reside within the Temelin Zone of Control but they're effectively just part of the overall
population as far as the Russians are concerned.

Kingdom of England

Although the combined total of British soldiers and citizens in the Czech Republic is only a
few thousand, representatives of the former UK wield a disproportionate amount of
influence over events here. This is directly attributable to the actions and continued
presence of 1st Armoured Division. Even after severe attrition during the Last Year, the
division comprises almost half the total combat power available to the ACR, and its ongoing
presence is a significant deterrent to renewed Russian attacks.

Early in the Siege of Prague, a Russian artillery strike killed the British ambassador and
much of his staff during a tour of 1st Armoured's forward positions. With no senior
representative of the UK's government available, the commander of 1st Armoured took over
management of British-Czech relations. This lasted until late April, when a small, well-
armed convoy bearing His Majesty Alexander IV's new ambassador made its way down the
Vltava River. The new diplomatic mission immediately took over and began pressing flesh
and negotiating with the Czech government.

At present, an uneasy tension hangs over the roughly 1,400 British expatriates left in the
Czech Republic, most of whom have concentrated in and around Prague. Few are
comfortable with the UK's breakup and the subsequent royal restoration, but the
ambassador and his subordinates have adroitly taken over local representation of British
interests. So far, the ambassador has stayed out of 1st Armoured's operations save for the
initial packet of orders that arrived with her. The precise content of these is known only to
the division's command staff. However, the unit's overall priorities have shifted from
improving Prague's defenses and patrolling the surrounding area to a general stand-down
and refit.

Agendas

Officially, His Majesty's Government seeks to reopen trade relations with the Czech Republic
as soon as transport conditions makes this feasible again. Mutual assistance negotiations
are ongoing. A technical aid mission from the Kingdom is scheduled to arrive in late
August, with Czech grain exports tentatively starting up in mid-autumn if crop yields are
sufficient. Rumor also has it that a joint operation to secure the Elbe River through
Germany is in the works, though it's unclear where the troops for such action could be
found. Finally, the Kingdom has a strong interest in monitoring Russian activity throughout
Europe, and the Czech Republic provides an excellent jumping-off point for intelligence
operations.

Outside the British embassy, matters are less sanguine. 1st Armoured's troopers have few
reservations about the work they did in the course of the Last Year. As news from home
has filtered out, though, fewer and fewer feel as if the nation they enlisted to serve still
exists. The British Army's oath of service is to the crown, not the country, and King
Alexander IV js Queen Elizabeth II's rightful heir. Still, his dissolution of Parliament and the
formation of the Civil Protection organization are worrisome, and the UK's subsequent

Survivor's Guide to the Czech Republic Page 52 of 130




breakup is downright unpalatable. Opinion among the troops is equally split between
making the most of a long-term stay in the Czech Republic or going home and trying to
salvage what's left of the UK. Neither option is particularly appealing - and commanders
are playing their intentions very close to the proverbial vest.

Assets

The largest and most visible British asset in the Czech Republic is the remaining troop
strength of 1st Armoured Division. Although it suffered heavy casualties over the Last Year,
it's still a force to be reckoned with, especially by the standards of mid-2013. As valuable
as the combat troops are, the support personnel - particularly the REME, sapper, and
medical contingents - did not see extensive combat and may be in better shape than the
Czechs' own equivalent assets.

His Majesty's ambassadorial legation included not only diplomats but an infrastructure
survey group from Civil Protection. This group's primary mission is to determine what
technical assistance the Kingdom can best lend the Czech Republic to restore critical
services and industries. Several field teams, each consisting of a handful of engineering
specialists and a PMC bodyguard squad, are traveling throughout the country. These teams
initial reports formulated the plan for the technical assistance mission currently en route.

The ambassador's staff also has made it a priority to locate all British civilians in the Czech
Republic. Most of these were students or businesspeople who were marooned during the
Last Year. Those with useful technical skills have been pressed into service on the CP
survey teams; the rest are being gathered in Prague for eventual repatriation.

Leadership

His Majesty's Ambassador to the Czech Republic is Ellen Trescott, OBE, a veteran Foreign
Office diplomat. Command of 1st Armoured Division lies with Brigadier Jeremy Usher, MBE.

External Relations

Czech Republic: As stated above, both the British ambassadorial and military contingents
enjoy amiable relationships with their Czech counterparts. The distance involved is the
primary reason the two nations aren't already cooperating more closely on several proposed
joint initiatives.

Czech Resistance: The British diplomatic mission doesn't officially recognize the
Resistance as representative of the Czech government or people. However, a recent attack
on a CP survey team has brought the movement into focus as more than an object of
curiosity. From a military standpoint, the Resistance isn't much of a factor, though it's
garnering a certain amount of sympathy among British troops who are starting to question
the legitimacy of their own new government.

Central Group of Forces: The diplomatic mission wants to ascertain whether the CGF
actually represents Russian interests or is an autonomous military fiefdom. However, after
the nuclear strike on 7th Armoured Brigade at Brno, no British military personnel are
interested in exchanging anything but fire with the CGF.

Task Group Temelin: This Russian contingent's general posture makes it even more
intriguing to the British diplomats, as the difference between it and the CGF is suggestive of
a schism in the Russian government or military command structure. 1st Armoured has
never faced units of the 58th Army in combat and therefore has no personal grudge, but the
Temelin garrison is still the enemy until proven otherwise.

Free Slovakia: The embassy has opened relations with the Slovak government-in-exile,
but the unlikelihood of Russian departure in the near future means the Slovaks have very
little to offer the Kingdom. On the military side, British and Slovak forces rarely operate
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side-by-side, and many troopers carry a grudge against the Slovaks for provoking the
nuclear attack on Brno.

Free Slovakia

At no point did the Last Year go well for the Slovak Republic. The invading Russian forces
made profligate use of chemical and tactical nuclear weapons to crush all opposition, rolling
across the width of the country in two and a half months. Combined with famine and
disease, the war itself reduced the Slovak population by at least half - and by some
estimates, much more. Most of the survivors remain within the territory now claimed by
the Central Group of Forces, but an estimated 450,000 - almost 10% of the country's
prewar population - fled into Austrian, Polish, and Czech territory. While casualties among
these refugees were grievous, particularly during the harsh winter of 2012-2013, displaced
Slovaks now comprise a noticeable fraction of the Czech Republic's total population.

Several key members of the Slovak government, including both the president and prime
minister, escaped Bratislava before it fell to the Russian advance. Rather than relocate to
Prague, these leaders established their government-in-exile in Brno. In addition to
providing the symbolism of being much closer to Slovak land, this allowed them a direct
hand in coordinating the surviving elements of the Slovak armed forces with their Czech
hosts. Ultimately, though, this decision proved to be fatal. The nuclear strike on Brno
obliterated the leaders of what had become known as "Free Slovakia."

A few representatives of Free Slovakia were in Prague at the time of the attack. Once the
scope of Brno's destruction became clear, these bureaucrats became Free Slovakia's de
facto leaders. Unfortunately, they don't have much left to lead.

The Free Slovakia movement is a loose network of Slovak citizens living within the territory
claimed by the Czech Republic. The reformed Slovak government-in-exile provides
coordination for communication and advocacy within the Czech political apparatus. Without
actual physical resources, though, it can accomplish little else and is a "government" in
name only. For the actual character of Free Slovakia, the exiled population at large is a
better indicator. A few simply are trying to restart their lives, but the majority of Free
Slovak citizens are actively engaged in efforts to strike back at the Russians. A large
number of volunteers have joined Czech reconstruction projects, reasoning that the Czechs
are their closest and most likely allies in any future military campaign. Others are active in
the Czech Resistance. Still others have congregated in Prague, where - somewhat to the
embarrassment of their "elected leaders" - they besiege every embassy with pleas for aid.

Agendas

Free Slovakia's sole focus is the return of the Slovak Republic to autonomy and prosperity.
Individual members or sub-groups may have personal interests, but these are almost
always sublimated to the overall goal of Slovak sovereignty.

Assets

Free Slovaks comprise perhaps four to five percent of the Czech Republic's total population
in 2013 - albeit a highly visible four to five percent. The civilian population represents a
broad cross-section of prewar Slovakia, with a large percentage of skilled industrial laborers.

What's left of the Slovak military reassembled near Prague in late 2012 and is now deployed
in Pardubice and points east. Although it reports to the Free Slovak government, it's part of
the ACR for operational and logistical purposes. This force - listed on paper as the 9th
(Slovak) Mechanized Brigade - is effectively an understrength battalion of light infantry.

Leadership
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President Stanislav Matalik and Prime Minister Ivan Troppova, both former mid-level
functionaries with no executive experience, head Free Slovakia's government-in-exile. The
equally green Colonel (formerly Captain) Ladislav Csaka has command of 9th Mech.

External Relations

Czech Republic: A single nation until the early 1990s, the Czech and Slovak Republics
were one another's closest allies throughout the early 21st century. The fall of Slovakia has
made the relationship considerably more one-sided. As a population existing almost
entirely within the Czech Republic, Free Slovakia invests significant effort in being more
benefit than drain on its hosts.

Czech Resistance: Although the Free Slovak government officially aligns with its Czech
hosts, the movement's actual sympathies and desires are much closer to those of the Czech
Resistance. Both groups want the Russians out of their homes and are willing to use
whatever means are necessary to accomplish that goal. An estimated half of the surviving
Slovak military has joined Resistance groups rather than re-muster under ACR command.

Central Group of Forces: The fields and forests of Slovakia shall be restored with the
blood of the invaders.

Task Group Temelin: Free Slovakia sees little reason to differentiate between two batches
of Russians, but the 58th Army isn't the formation occupying Slovak land today. It would
be an oversimplification to say the Slovaks view the Temelin garrison as a strictly Czech
problem, but it's not an immediate priority for them.

Former United Kingdom: The Kingdom of England has little to offer Free Slovakia at
present, but it never hurts to be polite.

Minor Factions

The Czechs and Russians are the primary power blocs in the Czech Republic of 2013, with
Slovakia-in-Exile and the Kingdom of England not far behind in terms of overall strength.
However, these are far from the only entities with an interest in local events. The following
minor factions have only local influence, if even that, but are still worthy of attention.

Austria

Czech relations with Austria, warm for much of the early 21st century, became strained
over the run-up to the Twilight War. Two main issues contributed to this. The first was the
the Austrian ban on Ukrainian refugees in the summer of 2010, which the Czech and Slovak
Republics opposed both popularly and politically. The second was the proposed expansion
of Nuclear Power Station Temelin; Austrian law has forbidden the use of nuclear energy
sources since 1978 and majority opinion generally aligned with this stance. Austria's refusal
to allow allowing foreign military assistance within its borders also seemed the height of
folly to Czech observers, who were well aware of their southern neighbor's military
capabilities compared to the impending Russian threat. By the time Austrian refugees
began attempting to cross the Czech border two years later, the Czech government was
more than willing to say "we told you so." From the ACR's perspective, it was far better to
make Austrian citizens a problem for the Russians than for their own personnel, and
allowing thousands of unvetted civilians into what was still an untouched rear area posed a
severe security problem. To the credit of both militaries, few shooting incidents occurred,
but strict Czech border controls crushed the last vestiges of cooperation between the two
nations.
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The Austrian government effectively ceased to exist in late 2012. Austria is now under the
military government of the Russian 58th Army, with which the Czech government maintains
tenuous contact through Task Group Temelin. Scattered bands of Austrian civilians and
soldiers are carrying on a resistance against the Russian occupation. Several competing
command structures for this movement exist. Most sources believe that one is based out of
the Bohemian Forest, somewhere in the shared Austrian-Czech-German border region. This
area contains the largest concentration of Austrian refugees on Czech soil, numbering
somewhere in the thousands. Those who aren't attempting to move farther west into
Germany are believed to be attempting to establish homesteads, but a general lack of skills
and infrastructure is likely to make this a grisly failure. The Czech Resistance movement is
believed to maintain some tenuous contact with these settlers, but the other major players
have bigger concerns.

Germany

Prewar Czech-German relations were cordial but distant. The election of several former
East German officials to high offices caused many Czechs to look askance at German
politics. However, politicians on both sides of the border were committed to putting the
past behind their nations.

Although Germany was one of the first nations to enact measures against mass Ukrainian
immigration, a significant minority of German citizens protested this policy. While not
strong enough to have it overturned, this pressure did persuade the German government to
become the single largest provider of humanitarian aid to the Czech and Slovak refugee
management efforts. The Bundesanstalt Technisches Hilfswerk call-up was the greatest
international deployment in the national relief service's history.

Germany was heavily committed to the Polish front in 2012 but did recognize the invasion
of Slovakia as a potential threat. Troop deployments came too late to bolster Slovak
defenses, but a limited number of German forces were dispatched to supplement the ACR's
strength. Czech politicians held up the movement of frontline combat troops into the
country, so the initial German contributions were air defense and engineers. Luftwaffe
fighter squadrons staged from Czech airbases and two SAM battalions supplemented
Prague's defenses. Some German ground units participated in the fighting around Ostrava
later that year, and a few of these were caught up in the subsequent Czech retreat to and
defense of Prague. With the exception of one artillery battery (composed mainly of
reservists from the Czech-German border region) and its support element, all of these units
have since withdrawn to Germany.

When examining Czech-German relations today, the foremost question is "which Germany?"
The German annexation of Denmark makes both the Czech government and citizenry
suspicious, but the action occurred far enough away to be less of an immediate matter than
the Russians are. Of greater concern is the current Franco-German troop buildup near
Nuremberg, which appears to have no logical target other than the lightly-defended western
Czech agricultural areas. Czech military intelligence has noted several incidents, believed to
be unrelated, involving apparent Bundeswehr deserters raiding communities near the
German-Polish border.

From an economic perspective, German stability also is a major issue for the Czechs. The
main river transport route of the Elbe passes through Germany to the port of Hamburg, as
do almost all westward land routes. Germany's current patchwork internal security is a
major obstacle to travel between the Czech Republic and Western Europe. However,
without more economic, political, or military influence, there's little hope of stabilizing the
nation.
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Poland

After their respective conversions from communism to capitalism and democracy, the Czech
Republic and Poland became staunch allies. Together with Hungary, they founded the
Visegrad Group, one of the first regional alliances to emerge in post-Soviet Eastern Europe.
This alliance's efforts to bring its members up to economic parity with Western European
nations were arguably instrumental to later EU and NATO membership initiatives. Both
sides of the Czech-Polish border region were home to mixed ethnic groups, and Polish was
the third most common tongue in the Czech Republic.

During the Twilight War, only the impending Russian threat in Slovakia kept the ACR from
contributing to Poland's defense. As the front lines moved steadily westward, the Czech
Republic received thousands of displaced Polish citizens, temporarily settling most of them
around Ostrava. This became a natural fallback point for shattered Polish military units
looking to regroup and reorganize on friendly territory.

The Polish troops fought gallantly against the initial Russian incursions through the Moravian
Gate, buying precious time for Czech and British forces to slog through the flood of
westbound evacuees. Unfortunately, Russian reconnaissance assets were well aware of the
Czech troop movements. On June 21, 2012, the Russians launched mass chemical weapon
strikes to interdict Czech mobility. Several Polish refugee camps were caught in the
barrage, including the main tent city and Polish field headquarters at Opava. Thousands of
Polish and Czech civilians died. Retaliation was immediate and brutal. The surviving
battalion of Polish forces threw itself headlong into the Russian flank, heedless of its own
casualties. When the dust settled, the Russian 5th Separate Motor Rifle Brigade had ceased
to exist. The Russians were stunned, allowing the Czech 4th Mechanized Brigade time to
deploy and prepare hasty defenses around Ostrava.

Today, Poland is the closest thing the Czech Republic has to a neighboring ally. The
surviving Polish government in the south of the country maintains regular communication
with its Czech counterpart, and each nation has re-opened its embassy in the other's
capital. The nations share similar concerns, as both are partially occupied by Russian forces
and are uncertain about the intentions of their EU "allies." Current resource constraints
prevent either country from providing material assistance to the other, but information is
being freely exchanged. Of late, a few joint intelligence operations have been launched to
probe the Central Group of Forces and its counterparts on Polish soil. The Czech
government tries to ignore the fact that Poland is concerned about Czech stability too.

Ukraine

Ukraine's determinedly independent status outside both NATO and the EU enforced a certain
degree of isolation from European affairs. This also gave it a degree of autonomy that
many Czechs envied. The Russian invasion in 2010 was an obvious sign of things to come
for the Czech Republic, even as governments farther from the action dithered and stalled.
The Czech and Slovak Republics were among the few nations to open their borders to
Ukrainian refugees. The Czech Ministry of Foreign Affairs estimated that nearly a million
Ukrainians applied for entry in 2010 alone. Of these, some 160,000 were officially granted
visas. Many were immediately remanded to the Ministry of Agriculture and the Ministry of
Labour and Social Affairs, entities which were more than happy to have tens of thousands of
skilled workers willing to take employment in government infrastructure programs at
subsistence wages. The overall success of the National Agricultural Initiative was largely
due to the influx of experienced farmers among the refugee population.

More controversial than the mass refugee resettlement was the government decision — over
the ACR's objections - to include the displaced Ukrainian population in the Zizka Brigade
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training program. Initial enlistment rates were low, but the fall of Kiev in December 2011
triggered widespread interest. By the time the war entered the Czech Republic the following
spring, an estimated 15% of total Zizka Brigade personnel were Ukrainians eager to exact a
measure of revenge on the Russians.

Today, much of the surviving Ukrainian refugee population in the Czech Republic is
concentrated in rural areas. Any still-functioning NZI farm is likely to have at least one or
two Ukrainian families, and several small towns have become Ukrainian-dominated
enclaves. Most Ukrainians on Czech soil lean toward sympathizing with the Czech
Resistance, though few have wholly withdrawn support for the government that was willing
to take them in. On the Czech side, a large minority of citizens retain a mild prejudice
brought on by the financial cost of the refugee influx. This rarely goes farther than the
occasional ethnic slur, but the tension is present in some areas, particularly Prague. The
Ukrainians have no formal political representation in the Czech government, but some
former government officials have become adept at lobbying the Ministry of Agriculture on
behalf of "their" people.

United States of America

Czech-American relations before the Twilight War were generally good, save for the
groundswell of opposition to construction of ABM facilities on Czech soil. The American
intelligence assessment of this movement mirrored the Czech conclusions that Russian
provocateurs were fanning the flames, though the basic desire to stay out of a renewed
Cold War was admittedly homegrown.

American neutrality in the European conflict kept the United States from deploying troops to
defend the Czech and Slovak Republics. Heavy pressure from a Prague-born former
Secretary of State did convince the American administration to send Special Forces
assistance for the ACR's Zizka Brigade training program, as well as to deploy a limited
number of ground forces to ensure security for the ABM facilities. Both of these groups
were drawn into the Twilight War in early 2012.

With the death of most of the American diplomatic mission during the Siege of Prague and
the CivGov/MilGov split, the Czech Republic has no official relations with what's left of the
United States. The only noteworthy American presence is the surviving complement of the
56th Stryker Brigade Combat Team, formerly assigned to defense of the ABM facilities. The
unit has moved into quarters in Prague and is attempting to arrange transport to Germany
or Poland in the hopes of linking up with other American forces and eventually going home.
The 56th SBCT also salvaged the visa records of the U.S. embassy and is trying to gather as
many American citizens as possible before it departs (about 3,300 were in the country at
the beginning of the Last Year).

The status and location of 4th Battalion, 10th Special Forces Group are unknown. The unit's
official orders were to provide training support for the Zizka Brigade program, but it's
commonly believed to have had a second mission of gathering firsthand intelligence on
Russian operations in Slovakia.

Criminal Syndicates

Prior to the fall of the Iron Curtain, Czechoslovakia, like most other Soviet satellite states,
had surprisingly little organized crime. The 1990s saw a sharp increase in criminal activity,
thanks to open borders, fluctuating governments, social upheaval, and police forces with
relatively little experience in combatting powerful criminal syndicates.

In the immediate prewar period, the largest amount of organized criminal activity in the
Czech Republic was a handful of groups with Russian and Ukrainian roots. An estimated
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three-quarters of all criminal organizations were foreign. The nation's location and border
permeability made it an ideal transshipment point for cargo ranging from drugs (particularly
heroin) and weapons to sex slaves. Of greater concern to both the BIS and the PCR,
Russian syndicates were making major investments in legitimate front businesses with an
apparent strategy of gaining influence over manufacturing and raw materials industries.
These same groups also were actively engaged in bribery, blackmail, and other means of
gaining leverage over government officials at all levels. Investigations into possible
connections between these organizations and Russian intelligence services were cut short by
the outbreak of the Twilight War.

Currently, local organized crime activity takes three major forms. The first is small, violent
groups that have taken advantage of the chaos to set themselves up as rulers over isolated
communities. This is largely confined to the no man's land in the central Czech Repubilic,
between government- and CGF-controlled territories. Most of these "pocket warlords" are
members of syndicates based in Albania or the former Yugoslavia who were trapped in the
Czech Republic by the war. A few, however, have been identified as Czech, Ukrainian, and
Russian. Unconfirmed reports indicate that some of these groups are kidnapping residents
from nearby communities to sell to the CGF as slave labor. The ACR and PCR are eager to
exterminate these groups, but resource constraints have prevented any significant
operations thus far. Resistance cells have engaged some with varying degrees of success.

The second major form of illegal activity is widespread smuggling popularly known as the
"gray road." The Czech Republic's central location between the EU and Russian-held
territory makes it, once again, an ideal transit point for movements of goods and people.
Dozens of smuggling groups — some independent, some beholden to larger syndicates -
cross the Czech borders on a nightly basis. Food and medical supplies are the most
common goods, but a gray market trade in such unlikely items as functional electronics is
growing in Western Europe. "Snakehead" repatriation specialists also are thriving, enriched
by the desperation of expatriates who want to return home at any cost.

Finally, many of the large prewar syndicates are still around, albeit just as attenuated as
every other prewar institution. Current activities lean toward protection rackets (some of
which border on quasi-legitimate private security operations) and self-enrichment through
control over vital goods and services. Surviving ethnic gangs, particularly Chinese,
Vietnamese, and Hungarian, remain in place as neighborhood "fixers" and "enforcers."
Prague and Ostrava are the only Czech population centers large enough to support more
than a single criminal organization. Reports from CGF territory indicate that the Russians
are ruthlessly suppressing all non-Russian criminals, leaving their own domestic syndicates
relatively untouched. In Prague, the reverse is true, as the BIS is gravely concerned about
Russian criminal organizations channeling information to the GRU and SVR.

Humanitarian Organizations

The mass influx of Ukrainian refugees to the Czech and Slovak Republic drew the attention
of scores of humanitarian agencies, from the International Red Cross to nationally-
sponsored organizations like the German Bundesanstalt Technisches Hilfswerk and
grassroots community volunteer groups. Throughout 2010-2011, thousands of relief
workers were active in the Czech Republic, providing logistical and medical support and
legal advocacy for displaced Ukrainians. The EMP attacks in late 2011, followed by the
harsh 2011-2012 winter and the second phase of Russian offensives in early spring, left
many of these personnel stranded. Some packed up and attempted to relocate to their
respective homes for aid missions there, with varying degrees of success. Others hunkered
down in the communities that were already hosting them, trading skilled or unskilled labor
for a share of whatever resources were available.
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By mid-2013, few such groups are operating within their prewar mission parameters - even
the best-equipped required on supply chains and administrative structures that no longer
exist. Those that chose to remain in the Czech Republic have aligned themselves with their
host population centers, making their specialized knowledge a valuable community asset or
trade resource. Such communities tend to be better-off than their neighbors, but only
within the relief group's area of expertise — be it health and sanitation, light construction,
emergency medicine, or another focus. In turn, the relief groups have a small amount of
influence over local affairs, though not a controlling one. No coordinating structure exists
on the national level, though the Ministry of the Interior is including these groups in its
ongoing survey of recovery assets within the country. The Czech government is not
interfering with any such group's attempt to return home, but repatriation assistance is
unlikely to be forthcoming.
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Chapter Four: City of a Hundred Spires

We got to Prague after dark. No, check that: we got to Prague after the sun set. The city
was anything but dark, glittering like... analogies failed me. It was lit. It was a city. A
real, living city.

Lieutenant Moravec got us temporary quarters in Kbely but we were too keyed up to sleep.
We got showers — hot water! — and found out from the CQ that it was Saturday and the
trams were still running. Our borrowed uniforms — clean laundry! — got us onto those -
mass transit! - for free and we headed downtown.

We got off with most of the crowd at the south end of something called Wenceslas Square
and just stood there by a big equestrian statue, taking it all in. We could see soot and
bullet holes and rubble but we also could see fresh paint and plaster and, for God's sake,
neon beer signs. And we were in the midst of hundreds of people who weren't trying to kill
us or even, for the most part, armed. From the smattering of Czech I'd picked up from
Svoboda, it sounded like they were talking about work, family, politics... things that used to
be normal in our world. I looked around for a bench, feeling a sudden need to sit down.

Suddenly, Llewellyn whirled and took off through the crowd, clearing a path with sharp
elbows and her own broken and scatological Czech. The rest of us hustled to keep up with
her and almost plowed her under when she skidded to a halt in front of a bar. A couple of
regimental crests were newly painted on the windows and over the door hung a big white
and green flag bearing a red dragon. We could hear the thump and howl! of a Glaswegian
punk band I couldn't quite name, but the album was recent — not quite two years old,
probably one of the last new releases ever. Inebriated voices floated out to us, singing
along to lyrics about someone else's girlfriend.

Lew took a deep breath and I saw what may have been the least-expected marvel of the
evening: the woman actually teared up. "Aw, hell," she said, wiping at her eyes. "Boys, I
think I'm home."

Ruiz leaned on my shoulder and muttered so Lew couldn't hear, "Not quite, but this might
be better than home is right now."

For over a millennium, Prague has been the heart of the Czech lands. The former capital of
Czechoslovakia, Bohemia, and the Holy Roman Empire, it is now the capital and largest city
of the Czech Republic. Although scarred by the Twilight War, the city has once again
emerged from famine, plague, and siege as a major center of power in central Europe. As
governments across Europe dig themselves out of the rubble and look around, the still-
intact Czech capital has become a regional center for international relations, as close to
neutral ground as can be found in the summer of 2013. Prague is the focal point of events
throughout the Czech Republic and beyond, and a near-obligatory destination for diplomats,
entrepreneurs, hustlers, and wanderers anywhere in Central Europe.

History

Human settlement in the area of Prague began in prehistoric times. During the Roman era,
the region's primary occupants were Celtic, then later Slavic, tribes. In the 9th century, one
of these tribes - the Czechs - rose to dominance with the semi-mythic ascent of the
Premyslid dynasty. Later dynastic scions built the two focal points of later settlements:
Vysehrad Castle, on the eastern bank of the Vltava River, and a fortification that would
become Prague Castle on a hill overlooking the western bank.

In the 10th through 14th centuries, Prague grew into a major commerce center, thanks to
its location astride Central Bohemia's largest river. It gained further prominence when
native son Charles IV ascended to the Holy Roman throne in the mid-14th century and
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moved the imperial capital to his hometown. Charles launched a series of ambitious
construction projects that define Prague to the modern era.

Following Charles' reign, Prague's glory gradually declined, bottoming out after the city lost
two-thirds of its population over the course of the Thirty Years' War. Several major military
campaigns resulted in Bohemian defeats and consequent loss of power for the local nobility.
Regrowth had just begun when, in 1689, a massive fire leveled large swaths of the city. Far
from being a death knell, however, this heralded a massive reconstruction effort. The
emerging merchant class poured money into prestige projects and nearby mines and
ironworks made the city a magnet for new industry. By the mid-1800s, the city boasted
over 100,000 residents.

The late 19th and early 20th centuries saw Prague's emergence as the focal point of the
growing Czech nationalist movement. The renaissance of Czech literature and culture also
was centered here. Even as industrial development continued, the Prague academic
community blossomed too. These factors elevated the city to serve as the capital of the
new nation of Czechoslovakia in the years after World War I. Subsequent Nazi and Soviet
invasions and occupations inflicted relatively little combat damage to the city, though
Communist-sponsored construction programs arguably did their own brand of harm.

After the Velvet Divorce, Prague remained the capital of the nascent Czech Republic. The
nation moved quickly to normalize relations with the West. Prague capitalized on these new
ties and, by the turn of the century, was a major destination for European tourism and
economic development. At the beginning of the Twilight War, its population was was 1.3
million. Today, perhaps a quarter that many people live in and around Prague's smudged
and war-torn glory.

Design Note: What We're Doing Here

We'll be open about our intent: Prague's history and current condition are meant to make it
a semi-stable base of operations for PC teams in Central Europe, as well as a complete
setting in its own right for groups who prefer a game focused on intrigue or espionage.
Though the city suffered from the Twilight War and is a long walk from recovery, it retains
enough prewar comforts and conveniences to be somewhat familiar — yet all the more alien
for the differences.

The Siege of Prague

Though the Russian invaders besieged several Czech cities and other sites over the course
of the Twilight War, the Siege of Prague stands out for both its intensity and its duration.
It's also the only such incident that Czechs regularly reference by name. Citizens may talk
about "the fighting at Radvanice," "the Pardubice raids," or "what happened to Brno," but
unless they personally experienced another event, "the Siege" always refers to the Siege of
Prague. The capitalization is implicit.

In the interest of presenting a game setting rather than a military history text, we've
chosen to gloss over the exact sequence of events in the Siege. The outline is in Chapter
One: the Russians reached the city limits on July 20, 2012 and remained until April 2013.
During that time, they trashed much of the city's eastern suburbs and intermittently shelled
the western portions, but never successfully forced and held a crossing of the Viltava River.
This chapter is full of snapshots of the Siege and its aftermath, but individual GMs are free
to establish whatever specific events they need to fill in their own campaigns' backstories -
or to run games set during the Siege.

First Impressions
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Getting to Prague is not difficult, at least in the broad strokes. The city's current status is
common knowledge throughout Central Europe, albeit often embellished by local rumor.
Anyone possessing a passing familiarity with European geography knows where it is. The
trip, of course, may be as arduous as the GM wants to make it, depending on whether he
wants the journey to be as important as the destination.

From a distance, Prague's presence is inescapable. During daylight hours, smog from
residences and industry blankets the area (electrical service is not universal, despite rumors
to the contrary). At night, the skyglow of the city's lights is visible as far as 60 kilometers
away. Traffic on the region's main arteries is constant: inbound food shipments, outbound
finished goods, outlying communities' delegations seeking higher officials to petition or
harangue, military patrols, diplomatic missions, wandering entertainers, refugees,
vagabonds, free traders... in 2013, all roads lead to Prague.

Once travelers pass the outer security perimeter, the full extent of Prague's size — both
former and current - becomes apparent. The loss of a million residents in a two-year period
has left vast swaths of the city empty or populated only by transients and squatters.
Combat and Russian occupation churned parts of the eastern districts into little more than
rubble and the inevitable detritus of war. Still, at 340,000 people plus satellite
communities, this may be the largest population center anyone's seen in the region since
the Last Year began. Prague has crowds.

Those crowds aren't just wandering around clogging the streets. They're busy. If the Czech
Republic is going to drag itself up out of the wreckage and rebuild rather than just surviving
at its current level, Prague will be where it happens first. Everyone in the city knows this -
and everyone seems to be working toward it. The average adult resident works in excess of
60 hours a week (prewar, the work week was around 40 hours, with some initiatives
pushing to reduce it to 32 as a salve for burgeoning unemployment).

Prague's population and industry are sustainable only because of Nuclear Power Station
Temelin's output. Prague, unlike most of Europe, has electricity. This bears emphasis
because of its novelty. For survivors who've spent the past months in the frozen mud of the
front lines or the dark silence of abandoned villages, streetlights and indoor plumbing can
bring unexpected culture shock.

The decade before the war brought Prague surprising prominence as a center for
international tourism. The city's response was unabashed commercialism. While tourists
are extinct in 2013, enough of Prague's hospitality industry survives to accommodate
visitors and new residents. Local guide businesses are a recent outgrowth of this, spawned
by tour guides and travel agencies determined to apply their prewar expertise. It's rare for
an outsider to spend more than a few hours in Prague without being recognized as such and
approached with an offer of service. Overt criminal activity is rare, as the trade relies on
travelers and is surprisingly self-policing regarding direct threats to them. However, any
guide is likely to be carefully observing his clients and reporting to someone.

Architecture

A city is more than the sum of its buildings, but the structures and streets are an
inescapable part of Prague's image. A millennium of construction left the city a living
textbook of architectural history. The suburbs and outer districts show heavy Soviet
influence from post-WWII rebuilding and expansion. Many of these areas feature blocky
edifices made of prefabricated concrete segments; nearly a third of prewar Czechs still lived
in panelak (short for panelovy dum, literally "panel house") tenements. Downtown Prague,
on the other hand, is a unique blend of massive Gothic churches, study but elegant Baroque
edifices, organic Art Nouveau curves, austere Czech Cubist rigidity, and modern glass and
steel high-rises. Verdigris-covered copper domes and elegant stone towers and steeples

Survivor's Guide to the Czech Republic Page 63 of 130



dominate a skyline of orange-tiled roofs, giving Prague one of its traditional nicknames: the
City of a Hundred Spires.

20th-century urban planning made the outlying districts passable to vehicles, but downtown
areas are built to earlier standards of accessibility. Much of the city core is still (or again,
after post-Communist restorations) cobblestoned. Many an older neighborhood is a maze of
twisty little passageways, none alike, and foot traffic is the order of the day. Newer
construction often integrates pieces of previous structures that stood on the same site, as
decoration if not support.

The Vitava River divides Prague in half as it wends its way through the city. 2002 floods -
the worst in two centuries - caused significant property damage, though most was repaired
before the beginning of the Twilight War. The spring thaw in 2013 brought a much less
severe encore and some waterfront neighborhoods still show the signs of high water. Of the
fourteen prewar bridges that provided passage across the Vlitava, five remain intact and
capable of handling vehicle traffic. Another two are closed to vehicles and considered "use
at own risk" for pedestrians. The Charles Bridge (p. XX) remains pedestrian-only as well.

Living in Prague

Prague is one of the largest population centers in Central Europe. More survivors put down
roots here every day, drawn by the lure of security, opportunities to start over, and semi-
functioning public utilities.

Lodging

With so many of the city's former residents gone, it's not hard to find a place to sleep in
Prague. Squatting in an abandoned building is a de facto declaration of ownership in
ungoverned parts of the world, but possession actually can be the proverbial nine-tenths of
the law here. Many Praguers died or evacuated over the Last Year and their homes and
businesses were vacant or occupied by squatters. Records were incomplete at best and
chaos ensued as the Siege ended and people began flooding back into the city. By April,
the PCR was beset with thousands of cases involving property disputes, many of which
turned violent.

The collection of legislation called the Occupation Act was the city's attempt to resolve most
of these issues and encourage resettlement of abandoned buildings. Under most
circumstances, anyone who occupies an abandoned structure for a period of six months,
whether for residential or business purposes, can apply for title to that structure. A prior
owner who attempts to reclaim the property during that time may actually /ose his title if he
cannot prove prior intent to return to Prague and if the current occupant has made
substantial repairs or improvements. In addition, if the city already declared has a property
abandoned or condemned, a new occupant can apply for title immediately, with approval
contingent on six months of continuous occupation.

While the Act has mitigated the worst of the post-Siege real estate grabs, it has spawned its
own set of law enforcement problems. Various criminal syndicates, seeing massive
opportunities for long-term profit, are now "sponsoring" squatters, providing protection and
other considerations in return for titles. Predictably, corruption is rampant among property
inspectors.

Visitors who don't want to establish permanent residency - or worry about the dubious
security of a squat — have other options. A few large hotels are operational but charge
extortionate rates for their services (which, admittedly, may include armed security, guides,
narcotics, and hot and cold running companionship). A more cost-effective option is to take
lodging in a family-owned establishment. The available space can be as small as the
bedroom of a recently-deceased relative or as much as an entire abandoned house that the
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neighbors have claimed under the Occupation Act and refurbished for guests. A handful of
travelers' hostels still operate in the Old Town and New Town districts, but most of these
are fronts for gangs and safety is dependent on the tenant's skill with a knife.

Utilities

Prague receives the lion's share of output from Nuclear Power Station Temelin - about 200
megawatts, or 20% of its average prewar use. Even with a roughly equal reduction in the
city's population, though, this doesn't guarantee universal availability of electricity.
Transmission facilities suffered severe damage from 2011's EMP attacks and subsequent
military action, particularly east of the Vitava. Even where the network is restored, power is
rationed. Allocation prioritizes military and government facilities first, heavy industry and
reconstruction efforts second, light industry and other businesses third, and residential
service last. Most dwellings with service are restricted to less than a kilowatt of available
power: enough for lights, cooking, and fans, but not enough for HVAC systems or major
electronics.

Electricity also allows indoor plumbing, which many Praguers consider a greater luxury than
the raw power itself. Prague's primary fresh water source is Karany, a town about 20
kilometers northeast of the city. The purification plant here extracts water from the local
aquifer, purifies it, and pipes it to the city. Service was interrupted during the Siege (a
major cause of disease during the winter of 2012-2013), but the Russians mercifully did no
permanent damage and operations resumed at the end of April. Prewar, this facility only
supplied about 30% of the city's water needs, and it is running at peak capacity today.
Water rationing measures are in place during the summer months and may become
permanent if Prague's population continues to expand. On the plus side, the city actually
has excess capacity for wastewater remediation, as most of the local sewage treatment
plants remain functional.

The EMP wrought havoc on Prague's phone system and completely destroyed the regional
cellular network. Sporadic efforts since then have mostly restored landline service to the
city core and most inhabited neighborhoods west of the Vitava. The system is anything but
reliable, however, as the hardware is a nightmarish patchwork of salvage, some dating back
to the 1950s. Public pay phones are available, but only the older models that hadn't yet
been converted over to exclusive use of prepaid phone cards. No cellular service exists;
EMP damage was too complete for restoration to be practical in the near term.

Getting Around

Outside the antiquated, vehicle-unfriendly streets of the city core, Prague has a fairly well-
developed road network, albeit now without traffic signals. Fuel shortages keep traffic light
and what exists is almost entirely military, government, or freight. Combat engineers
cleared most of the debris from the Siege, so roads tend to be open outside restricted
areas. The biggest obstacle is the Vitava: security checkpoints at the few vehicle-rated
bridges can generate substantial backups.

Fortunately for those who can't get or afford fuel but need to walk farther than a few blocks,
Prague has limited public transportation in the form of its prewar electric tram system. Of
the 140 kilometers of track, about 60 are active, mostly west of the Vitava. Regular service
runs from 0500 to 2200 daily and the city's transit authority extends hours for major
events. Passes cost Kc150 for a day or Kc700 for a week. Trams legally have right-of-way
but military drivers haven't yet caught on to this; spectacular collisions occur on a monthly
basis.

Getting Out of Town

Prague's main functioning rail station is in Smichov, a neighborhood just south of Mala
Strana on the west bank of the Vitava. The only regularly-scheduled train accessible to the
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public is the one to Plzen. Formerly offering a daily round trip, the train now departs Prague
on Mondays and Thursdays and returns on Tuesdays and Fridays. Several intermediate
stops require a total of eight hours for a journey that once took less than two. A one-way
ticket is Kc600. Freight shipments are Kc2,500/ton for passage on a flatcar or Kc4,000/ton
for an enclosed boxcar. Security screening of both passengers and cargo is low-tech but
thorough.

For river travel, the only one of Prague's four former port facilities now functional is the
Smichov port, located about four kilometers north of the city center on the west side of
Cisarsky Ostrov (Imperial Island). Most traffic here is food shipments coming down the
Vitava from the northwest corner of the country. To defray operating expenses, some
barge operators will take on passengers or cargo heading upriver. Barter is preferred, as
hard cash loses value north of the capital. The trip costs around Kc3,000 or GG50 per
passenger, Kc25,000 or GG400 per ton of cargo. Most captains won't take on armed
passengers unless the ACR vouches for them - in which case they may receive free passage
if they agree to defend the vessel during the voyage.

Security and Public Safety

It's difficult to overstate Prague's economic, cultural, and political importance to not only the
Czech Republic but the surrounding region. Consequently, the ACR and PCR take the local
security environment quite seriously.

Security in the area around Prague is the ACR's responsibility. All major highways into
Prague feature permanent checkpoints between five and ten kilometers outside the city.
River traffic on the Vltava is likewise controlled by checkpoints on both the riverbanks and
moored barges. All such sites are manned in at least squad strength and have anti-
vehicular weapons. Secondary roads in the area are regularly patrolled or, where feasible,
blocked with obstacles that would require several days of work to clear without heavy
equipment. Such blockages are clearly marked with detour signs.

General patrol work and law enforcement inside Prague fall to the PCR. Due to scarcity of
fuel, uniformed foot patrols are the primary police presence. A typical patrol consists of two
or three officers (more for high-traffic areas) with sidearms, normal duty gear, and at least
one submachine gun and radio. Officers tend to be polite but detached, with their level of
reserve increasing upon seeing weapons or hearing foreign accents. While not soldiers,
most patrolmen in the city are veterans of the Siege of Prague, and the PCR's use of force
policies have relaxed significantly since the prewar years. Social workers with sidearms are
very much in the minority these days.

The PCR is the lead security force inside the ACR's perimeter but the military supplements
the police presence in high-security areas, at government and military offices, and during
large events. ACR troops do not have police powers but are not above beating down a
suspect and holding him at gunpoint until the PCR arrives. A typical ACR patrol is a seven-
man rifle squad, though such patrols often split up into two elements to cover more ground.
A checkpoint has, at minimum, a sniper rifle and a grenade launcher, as well as a manpack
radio. If an event is beyond a local force's ability to handle, infantry companies from
Ruzyne Airport or the 7th Mechanized Brigade garrison can be anywhere in the city in 15
minutes or less.

Fire and medical response are the responsibility of the Prague Fire Rescue Service.
Unfortunately, the agency suffered grievous personnel and equipment losses during the
Siege of Prague and is critically understaffed. The first responders to emergencies are likely
to be local volunteers, many of whom received on-the-job civil defense training during the
siege but lack the proficiency of the remaining professionals. As a practical matter, the
absence of a complete telephone sys